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The scriptures tell us, “You are 
the light of the world.”  

It is in The Beatitudes that Jesus 

teaches us that our spiritual life lives. As we live them so goes the world… 

 

The Eight Beatitudes 
 

Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. 

Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. 

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be filled. 

Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 

Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called children of God. 

Blessed are they who are persecuted for righteousness sake, 

for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
                                                                                         (Matthew Chapter 5) 

  The Beatitudes 
Jesus’ Sermon  

on the Mount 

Summer 2021 
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The BEATITUTES:  Looking Back through a long Lens — I Was There That Day              
                                                                                                                                                     (Matthew 5: 3-12 and Luke 6: 20-23) 

The evangelist Matthew tells the story in his Gospel of the day Jesus offered us a bequest that gathered many of His 
lessons into one gift-wrapped package we call the BEATITUDES. The evangelist Luke, too, relates his version of that 
afternoon on the mountainside (Matthew 5:3-12 and Luke 6:20-23). Both men may have been there, but Matthew’s version 
contains more details.  I know that Luke gleaned an insight into home life from Mary, Jesus’ mother.  This particular 
day I know Matthew was there, hearing Jesus firsthand. He was seated right beside me. I can conjure up his image now. 
He wasn’t very agile so he kept squirming to find a comfortable position on the grassy slope.    
 
LISTEN UP NOW!  Jesus is getting ready to speak. Look around you. The Beatitudes that He’ll share are not some pie-
in-the-sky sayings.  What Jesus says reflects what He saw so often. He gives us a gift to unwrap and remember in our 
everyday life. “Blessed are they.” 
 
Jesus spots a rich man and his wife who live very simply-did you notice her peasant style dress? She got it at the Jerusa-
lem Good Will store. This couple has a reputation for generosity. Raising his hand in blessing over the crowd, Jesus says: 
“Blessed are the poor in spirit, the kingdom of God is theirs.” 
 
See that family there? That one, the family that is  mourning the death of their infant daughter.  Hear Jesus when he 
says: “Blessed are the sorrowing, they shall be comforted.” 
 
Turning to make eye contact with the family whose only child is in a wheelchair and has many special needs, Jesus said: 
“Blessed are the lowly; they shall inherit the land.” 
 
Seeing some of John’s disciples, Jesus senses the people’s hunger for His words.  But, the sun is high in the sky. Some 
have traveled far and Jesus knows they must be weary and hungry.  But they wait with an air of expectancy to see if He 
will offer them a word. Jesus does not disappoint  as he says: “Blest are they who hunger and thirst for holiness, they 
shall have their fill.” 
 
Oh, look over to your right. Do you see the older woman gently soothing a fretting infant so a young mother can rock 
her fretting toddler to sleep?  Hear Jesus when he says: “Blessed are they who show mercy, mercy shall be theirs.” 
 
Why is Jesus looking over there? He seems to be focusing on some who’ve lost interest in his sermon.  He knows that 
they’ve heard this before in different ways. This time it might soak in if they’d just listen. He knows their deep desire to 
be always in his presence. He reminds them: “Blest are the single-hearted for they shall see God.” 
 
What’s He smiling about now? Oh, I see. It’s that young father rolling a ball of yarn back and forth to his two young 
sons. A moment ago they were squabbling over the ball. Gently flicking the ball in the direction of each boy in turn 
seems to be a habit of his. And all the time Papa’s listening so intently to Jesus’ words.  “Blest are the peacemakers; 
they shall be called children of God.” 
 
Jesus’ expression changes. Mmmm. He is looking at those church officials.  The ones who have dared to follow him. 
They know they’re going to be the object of tomorrow’s gossip fest. Jesus speaks directly to them. “Blessed are those 
persecuted for holiness sake; the reign of God is theirs.”  
 
Slowly scanning the entire crowd, Jesus goes on to say: “Blest are YOU when they insult you and persecute you and 
utter every kind of slander against you because of me.  Be glad and rejoice, for your reward is great in heaven. You are 
the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, 
except to be thrown out and trampled underfoot.” 
 
 Again, I remind you: ”You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do people light a 
lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house.  In the same 
way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.”                                    
                 Sister Roberta Bailey 

Reflections on Jesus’ Gift of the Beatitudes 
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Happenings at the Monastery 
July 6th was a day of joy for the Benedictine Sisters of Florida as we announced the gradual re-opening of our home, 
Holy Name Monastery.  We caution - for everyone’s safety and especially older guests and Sisters— that you only plan 
to visit if you have been vaccinated!  We invite friends and family to Mass on Sundays and in September individuals 

and small groups can schedule a retreat:  Contact S. Mary Clare at:  maryclareneu@gmail.com or 352-588-7188. 
 
The Sisters are hoping to host two concerts, one this fall 2021 and one in Spring 2022. Information will be on our web-
site once they are confirmed. 
 
Father Andrew Siasa  (pictured below with the Sisters), chaplain for Holy Name Monastery  cel-
ebrated Mass at Holy Name on May 23rd.  Father graduated from Saint Leo University and is 
soon headed back to Africa where he will serve as a middle school principal.  He was given a little 

gift from the  Sisters with 
many prayers and good wishes 
for his giving of hope and help.  

 

Flag Day 2021 
On Sunday, June 13th in antici-
pation of Flag Day, our flag 
was raised for the first time 
since we had guests here in 
March 2020. It was frayed and 
torn due to high winds so we 

decided not to raise a new flag until the pandemic passed. We never dreamed it 
would be such a long time. Now that the CDC restrictions have begun to be lifted, 
and we have begun to open our doors, this Flag Day seemed a fitting occasion to 
raise the flag. Everyone gathered outside for the blessing by Father Clement, O.S.B., 
the Pledge of Allegiance and the singing of “Let There Be Peace on Earth.”  The flag 
was donated by Postulant Kathleen Daye (pictured to Fr. Clement’s left) who has 
dearly treasured it from her mother’s funeral ceremony. 
  
Additional attendees were two local dignitaries: San Antonio City Commissioner 
John T. Vogel and representing City of St. Leo, our own Sister Donna DeWitt, OSB. 

 
 

The Be Attitude 
The people of Jesus’ day and ours know in their hearts that more than keeping the rules 
or knowing the right answers, it’s doing with love—the Be-attitude, living the Gospel. 
 
If I had to write the Beatitudes, maybe they would look like this:  Blessed are those who 
know they need God—who mourn wrong doing, know sadness, pain, loss… 
God will comfort them.  

 
Blessed are the meek , the humble who seek and depend on God. They are open and find God WIT them; i.e. with 
them, in them, working through them. Blessed are they who hunger and thirst for righteousness. 
They will strive to do God’s will, express  attitudes of BEing that speak louder/clearer than words—Mercy, purity of 
heart—They will  be peace-makers and they will be persecuted by those who are blind/deaf to God’s Presence WIT us. 
 
We are all called to be God-like kind, loving, forgiving … even to those who aren’t. That is non-violence and a call to 
conversion for each of us. Make it your aim  to claim the Be-Attitudes of Christ and to practice them in your day-to-day 
living. It will  be a blessing to others and to yourself as well.                                                                  Sister Mary David Hydro 
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The Mantle is Graciously Accepted  
 
The Benedictine Sisters of Florida conducted the election of prioress 
in April  - almost a year late due to Covid-19. We gratefully thank 
the Federation of Scholastica facilitators who made it possible with 
their time and expertise in the process.     
 
The community  blessed and reaffirmed Sister Roberta Bailey as 
their prioress and pledged their support.  The formal  and inspiring 
rite took place during Sunday Mass, June 27, 2021.  
 

Sister Roberta’s Address to  
the Community -  

 
Whew – I’m glad I had a copy of this 

Rite to digest ahead of time …  all those “Yes!”  “I will” exchanged - sounds pretty pre-
sumptuous, or pompous or is it just plain “real?”  This cross (I am wearing) symbolizes, for 
me, the commitment we made to each other ten years ago.  And, I recall, that to me in 
Benedict’s way of thinking, leading a community is not a one-person task.  It seems to me 
Benedict was saying: this person has the responsibility to oversee and coordinate, but the 
power … the will to follow lies in the heart of each member in community. Listening first of 
all, then following the will of God discerned in the depth of her own being. A person joins 
community because they don’t want to be a loner.  We seek community to help us grow 
into the Creation, the person God had hopes for. We were a twinkle in God’s eye long be-
fore we pulled ourselves upright delighting all who witnessed it … like it was something no 
other child had ever achieved. 

We take who we were, and who we’ve become:  the person we are today.  Every yesterday is part of the molding into 
our today that in turn becomes our tomorrow, that is a new Today.  Someone recently asked: where does our past 
begin?  I believe it starts with every new breath we take. We live into our future … each one … a little piece of who our 
community is becoming … stretching and supporting one another.  As Pope Francis reminds us: “We are all called to row 

and dream together.”  I add, our task is to each participate in establishing the 
community’s rhythm so that our rowing doesn’t keep us going in a perpetual cir-
cle. In the beginning we observe, then we try to match the rhythm … at times we 
may feel like the klutz in the group – flailing with the oar like it’s a tennis racket or 
a gigantic mixing spoon. At such times we can only pray: “Please, dear God, deep-
en my sense of humor and resiliency. Get me out of this awkward pinch.  Help me 
row better than I dance. I love these people but if I don’t soon get into sync, I may 
clunk someone on the head with this oar you’ve given me.  Lord, if you wish, you 
can do it; we can do it.” Last weekend my fortune cookie was a timely reminder: 
“Teamwork: the fuel that allows common people to attain uncommon results.” 

To wind this down …  I suggest that for the next six years we take as our by-word: Moving confidently into a future un-
known that unfolds each new day.   

MOVING  - CONFIDENTLY – INTO A FUTURE UNKNOWN – THAT UNFOLDS  -  EACH NEW DAY.     

                                                                                      Amen! 

 
Cards, letters and emails of congratulations from friends, family and supporters included comments like the following 
from Carol Klar:  “I was thrilled to learn that Sister Roberta will continue as prioress. She must have great strength and 
energy from the Lord to carry on this role after so many years of serving in this capacity. God bless her and all there.” 
 
Many comments were related to Sister Roberta’s inspiring Reflections that we eblast weekly.  Her followers appreciate 
Sister’s talent for writing and ability to make the Gospels real for today’s world .   

Election facilitators left to right:  Sister Kathy McNany, (then                            

Sister Roberta), Federation President Sister Lynn McKenzie, 

and Sister Marcia Ziska 
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Reflection Circle  - $50,000 + 
Marty and Teresa Hernandez 

PIC Healthcare Consulting, Inc. 
     John Picciano, President 
 

Community Circle - $10,000 - $49,999 
Joseph and Rose Herrmann Charitable Foundation 
     Joe Herrmann, Trustee 
 
Stewardship Circle - $5,000 - $9,999 
Bernd, Holly and Sophia Sokolowski 

Jack and Jeanie Vogel 

Mary Kay Miller ('60) Calvert 

Patricia Becker 
 

Commitment Circle - $2,500 - $4,999 

John and Jeannette Corbett 
Kathleen Daye 

          

Balance Circle - $1,000 - $2,499 
Anonymous - 4 
Lee Leroy ('57) Beaton 
Peter J. and Linda Biscardi 

Dr. Stephen and Joyce Butler 
Dr. Robert and Mary Cannon ('64) Cabot 
Mr. and Mrs. Carl G. Longnecker, Jr. 

Jack and Valerie Mauser ('62) Crane 
Diocese of St. Petersburg 
     Bishop Gregory Parkes 

Carl and Joyce Gau ('60) Harig 
William T. Hauser 
Alfred and Diane Heiler 

Bernard Hemker 
Theresa Jablonski   
Ginger Judge 

Knights of Columbus St. Mark 
#12958 
Drs. Victor and Dewey Kramer 

John and Janice Makar 
Barbara Molloy 
Christopher and Gina Neuhofer 

James and Ellen O'Brien 
Marilyn Powers 
Marshall and Faith Pridmore 

Pat and Jeanette Ruffing ('58) Reilly 

Donald and Beverly Roy    
Ryman Construction & Roofing President 
    Kevin Ryman, President 

Patricia Sarne 
Marion Tarallo 
The Cracchiolo Group 

     Jim and Tina Cracchiolo 
Virginia McCaskill ('56) Witherspoon 
 

Hospitality Circle - $500 - $999 
AaSys Group Inc. 

     Tony Coleman, President 
Anonymous - 5 
Divya T. Aradhya 

Jean C Arena     
Henry and Rev. Deborah Belusa 
Dennis and Barbara Berberich 

Arlene Bieliski 
Jody L. Bollinger 
Columbiettes Tampa #12956 

Angela M. Donatelli 
Benjamin and Vivian Donatelli 
Terry and Robin Dumas 

Dr. Mary Jean Etten 
Valentine Gabaldon 
Audrey Gendreau 

William Gregg, CPA 
Anne McDonald Heath 
Taryl Holbrook 

Eric and Cathy Hoyer 
Karen Humphreys 
Jarrett Ford/Cliff Martin 

Jim Browne Auto/Jim and Jill Browne 
Violet Kehl 
Larry and Monica Keyes 
Frances E. Martin '60 

Moira Melvin 
Guy and Ann Moore 
Msgr. Frank Mouch 

Thomas and Elizabeth Ann Prather 
Mary Jane Reina 
Dr. Vivina Rosal 

Jules and Margaret Salomon 
Dr. Jeffrey and Alicia Senese 

It’s only two words—THANK YOU— and along with our ongoing prayers, the Benedictine Sisters of Flori-

da hope you know how deeply grateful we are for you. You reached deep into your hearts to think of us at 
a time of great despair in the world.  You knew that the income the Sisters are able to generate from our 
programs, retreats and workshops would come to an abrupt stop in mid-March 2020. You filled that void 
and made it possible for us to take care of our employees and survive.   

The following friends and supporters represent those who made gifts to our mission during 

Calendar Year 2020. We also welcome, recognize and thank individuals and families new 

to the Family of the Benedictine Sisters of Florida in 2020. 

                                                GOD BLESS YOU EACH and EVERYONE 
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Hospitality Circle - $500 - $999 (Con’t) 
John Parrell and Dr. Carol Stanton '63 

Jean Strohmeyer 
Barbara Ullrich ('54) Sutton 
Jay T. Vogel, II 

Clara Wansley 
Luella Wilson 
James and Rebecca Wilson 

Gary and Carol Ann Woodard 

 

Peace Circle—$250—$499 
Anonymous - 11 
Nilda Bernaldez 
The Honorable Barbara Browning ('64) Briggs 

Maria Briggs 
Catherine Byers 
Janet Rodriguez Collura 

Jere and Pat Cook 
John and Amy Cordray 
Frank and Kim Corradini 
Rickey and Anna Cotton 

Thomas and Maria Crosby 
Bruce and Linda Day 
Marietta Dinopol 

Frank P. Dwyer 
Rev. Robert V. Fucheck 
Beatriz F. Galvis 

Elizabeth Hauer 
Jack and Stephanie Hipple 
Marie Irving 

Anne Kenny-Gaynor 
Ann Kirst 
Knights of Columbus  

   Hudson #10377 
Frank and Mary L. Marro 
Jane Martinson 

Wayne and Sandra Mazur 
Cornelius and Betty McCabe 
Sheila McDevitt 

Christopher and Karen Miller 
Harvey and Kirsten Miller 
Dr. Yvonne Nelson 

Marguerite Orban 
Richard and Mary Palazzo 
Papa Joe's Pizza 
Barbara Patenaude 

Mark and Connie Powell 
Kirk and Holly Rollo 
John and Lynn Roth 

Robert and Margaret Rothman 
Sam and Barbara Hermann ('66) Sessa 
Dr. John and Barbara Sinnott 

Veronique Smith 
Robin Stevens 
Judge Lynn Tepper 

Theresa Valentino 
 
 

Friends Circle - $50 - $249 
Fern Aefsky 

Patricia F Akin    
Amazon Smile Foundation 
Leland Anderson 

Sandra Andreani 
Anonymous - 17 
Arnold and Ernestine Lange Management Trust 

     Laurie Lange Reagan, Trustee 
Camille Austin 
Bernard and Diane Bak 
Charles L. Barthle 

George F. and Dorothy Beaman 
Anna M. Benchina 
Martha Newman Bennett 

Eugene and Ethel Berger 
Randin & Greta Bernosky 
Carol Bevona 

Linda L. Bishop  
Norman & Felecia Bishop 
Nora Blankenship 

Dan W. Blanton, Jr. 
Kevin & Cynthia Borland 
Ken & Barbara Boucher 

Ellen Boylan 
John and Yvonne Boyle 
Mary T. Boynton 

Jennifer Brown 
Donald P. and Diane Brown 
Robert and Beverly Brown 

Robert and Phyllis Broz 
Warren and Bernadette Broz 
Rebecca Brune 

Mary Anne Bullock 
Kathleen B. Cannella 
Margaret Cantu 
Diane M. Carey 

Rey and Juanita Casarez 
Gary and Connie Caudill 
Center for Inter-Religious Understanding 

Rick and Cheryl Chadick 
Dr. Paul and Marleny Chakola 
Frances Chmura 

Robert and Laurie Christmas 
James and Beverly Christo 
Mary Ann Cintron 

Camilla Clancy 
Matthew J. Clarke 
Bonnie Boyd ('64) Claus 

Frank and Sharon McCaskill ('59) Corso 
Edward and Lorraine Cranston 
Virginia Crippen 

Francis and Anna Crociata 
Kevin and Kristine Dail 
Joan Davies 

Jeff and Janice Davis 
Major General Gene Deegan, USMC (Ret) and Nancy Deegan 
Maureen Dempsey 

Friends, Family and Supporters CY 2020  (Con’t.) 
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Friends Circle - $50 - $249 (Con’t) 
Belinda Montes deOca 

Nilda DeSimone 
Barry and Jo Ann Devine 
Warren Dietz 

Charlene Dino 
William and Janis S. Dooley 
George and Patricia Dooris 

John and Irene Doscher 
Patrick and Debbie Drewes 
James and Janice Dunleavy 
Betsy Eggler 

Deborah B. Elliott 
Kolleen A. Elliott 
Leona Erazmus 

Giancarlo and  
   Amanda Espinosa 
Patricia and Carol Evens 

Paul+ and Patricia Evens 
Kelly E. Fagan 
Catherine Falvey 

Rosendo and Teresita Fernandez 
First National Bank of Pasco 
    Steve Hickman, President 

Richard and Jean Flury 
Jeremiah Francis 
John and Patricia Frank 

Jerry and Lorene Franke 
Virginia Franke 
Loretta Friedrich 

James Furey 
James and Linda Gant 
Edward R. and Dr. Mary S. Gardner 

Lois Peters ('56) Gardner 
Suzanne Gellens 
Douglas and Maryann Gephart 
Mary Giella 

John and Doretta Gillott 
Virginia Barthle ('57) Gordon 
William Gregg 

Cynthia A. Grellner 
Ann Bosemann ('52) Grieshop 
Eleanor K. Grudzinski 

Patricia Gutter 
Barbara Hamilton 
Alfred and Nancy Harradine 

Robert F. and Jeanette Hatfield 
Helen Helseth 
Miguel and Helena Hernandez 

Mickey and Janice Hill 
Clyde and Joy Hobby 
Jack and Christine Hofer 

Stephen and Christine Hoffman 
Kathryn Huey 
Michael and Rosemary Hutchinson 

Veronica Hannah Jhang 
Jim and Glordine Johnson 
Elizabeth Johnston 

Michael and Sandra Johnston 

Richard and Tania Jones                                       
Marjorie and Kathleen Karan 
Kathleen Kelly-Pod 

Susan Kessel 
Monica and Frank Kiley 
Teri Koly and Christopher Koly 

Paul and Teresa Koppie 
Donna Kremer   
Denise Kriscunas 

Donald and Sun Kropp 
Laura Labak 
Pamela LaCrosse 
Edward and Wanda Laezza 

Lyndon and Jeanne Lange 
Elizabeth J. Larson 
Lt. Gen William and Anne Lennox Jr. 

Diane S. Linindoll 
John and Sonya Liston 
Lee Delaney Love 

Louis Maddalena 
Gabriella Maertens 
Thomas and Mary B. Maher 

Catherine Masak 
Brenda McBath 
Patricia McDuffie, MD. '33 

Mary C. McGuinness 
McKee Residences, LLC, Craig B. McKee 
Virginia McKendree 

Helene McMullan 
Lourdes Milan 
LeAnne M. Milian 

Mike and Theresa Miner 
Carol A. Moon 
Mary Moreau 

John Multer 
Janet Mummey 
Don and Mary Munday 
Susan Nagy 

Diana Romey ('57) NesSmith 
Pat and Mary Ann Neuhofer 
Linda O'berry 

Anthony Olivito 
William Olivito 
John and Suzanne Schutz ('63) Ondrovic 

Janosh Purackal and his three year-old son,  
Daniel-June 11, 2021 in a tragic drowning accident.  
            Janosh is Sister Elizabeth’s nephew.  
 
    Patricia Becker, June 19, 2021 

     Friends, Family and Supporters CY 2020 (Con’t.) 
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Friends Circle - $50 - $249 (Con’t) 
Roland and Delores Leal ('64) Owens 

Paul and Doreen Pakidis 
G. Jack and Dawn M. Parisi 
Martha Parisian 

Thomas R Parks 
Donald Nathe and Karen Patterson 
Malloy and Lena Pearson 

Rosemarie Pezzatti 
Tom Piazza and Mary Crosby 
Mercedes Piesco 
Janosh+ Purackal and Anitta Jacob 

Thaddeus Puzio 
Marjorie M Rafftery                           
Guadalupe Ramirez 

Margaret Ricou ('49) Randall 
Ralph and Mary Liz Ranieri 
Lisa Rapp-McCall 

Scott and Laurie Lange Reagan 
Anna M. Redden 
Chrystal Reichard and Ann Barker 

Elaine Richard 
Felton and Deborah Richardson 
Frank and Patricia Richter 

Greg and Diane Riehle 
Nicholas and Victoria Riggione 
Dr. Pereta Rodriguez 

Richard and Lisa Rosser 
Sandra Sachs 
Saddlebrook Golf and Country Club 

Ralph and Debra Sailer 
Margaret Cann ('59) Santos 
Kathleen Saunders 

Carolyn Schaefer 
Russell and Susan Schalk 
Steve and Joan Schmidt 
Mary T. Schultz 

Richard and Sheridan 
Schwab 
Mary Seaman 

Cynthia Sharpe 
Josephine Shine 
Christine Z. Simon 

Anne Louise Smith 
Harold and Victoria Smith 
Randall and Pam Smith 

Martin and Maxine Solomon 
Barbara Songy 
Patricia C. Southward 

George and Eileen Sowa 
Harriet A. Spieth 
St. Paul's Catholic School 

Carol J. Sutton 
Donna M. Sviantek 
Robert and Denise Swalec 

Judith Tarasco 
Richmond and Carol Jean Taylor 
Susan Starrs Thompson 
Richard and Lynn Tombrink, Jr. 

David and Nancy Topp 

Joanne Trezza 
Jack and Patricia McGrath ('56) Ubbink 
Maria Luisa Valle 

Doris Van Kampen 
Ernest and Gemma Vendrell 
Thomas and Joan Virtuoso 

Joseph B. Vogel 
Roxanne Vondrachek 
Aaron and Toni Watkins 
Marie Watkins 

Mary Ann Weakley 
Ken and Glorian Weatherly 
Dennis Weyrauch 

Michael and Susan Wheeler 
Julia B. Williams+ 
Rita D. Wolfe 

James Augustine Won 
Cary Woodard 
Christine Woods 

Dr. Marc Yacht and Helen Merchan 
Frances M. Yaremchuk 
Jenifer Yassin 

Kerry K. Yassin 
Jeffrey and Eva Zakrzewski 
Candace E. Zann 

 

Prayer Circle - Up to $49  

Charles and Pam Abraham 
Edward and Ines Aden-McFadden 

Anonymous - 13 
Stella Storch ('50) Barthle 
Art and Jean Becotte 

Patricia Bledsoe 
Douglas and Sharon Campbell 
Kristina Cassidy 

Janaki Chakravarthy 
Connie Charlton 
Douglas and Kathleen Coughlan 

Kate A Cresse 
David, Paula and Christine Dumont 
Lisa Fagan 
Thomas+ and Frances+ Falvey 

Mike Fasano 
Louis Fernandez 
Thomas J. Flood                         

Mary Ellen Gionetti 
Carolyn Gray 
Mary L. Haffenreffer 

Frank and Maris Helfrich 
Norbert and Carole Immel 
Carol A James 

Judith LaChance Kendrick 
James and Catherine Krebsbach 
Frank Lauro 

Emily Libecki 
Richard and Patricia Loar 
Susan Maffro      (Con’t Page 9) 

Friends, Family and Supporters CY 2020 (Con’t.) 
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                       Gifts-in-Kind 
Individuals and companies make a distinct difference be-
yond cash donations.  Such gifts often free us from hav-
ing to use cash or savings for needed services such as 
technology, equipment and food assistance. 
 

AaSys Group Inc.            Dennis and Marie Margheim 
   Tony Coleman, President         Moira Melvin 
Tracey Adams            Lourdes Milan 

Divya T. Aradhya            John and Pam Paleveda 
Carol Bevona            John and Karen Roth 
Arlene Bieliski            Saint Leo University  

Justin Bush - SLU Dining           Dr. Jeff and Alicia Senese 
Valentine Gabaldon           Karin Turri 
Liz Hauer            Chief Jim Walters 

Beth Kinsella            Luella Wilson 
 

Prayer Circle – Up to $49 (Con’t) 

Mary Hitt McCoy 

Vicki McCoy 
Gary and Joan O'Gorman  
Audie J. and Lee Anne Pete 

Suzanne Rottler   
Rocco Sansone                                                
Maureen Scanlon 

Cathleen Schultz 
Jen Shaw 
Paul and Shana Speciale 

William and Barbara Stewart 
Peter and Gabriela Suyono 
Charles and Joan Tassillo 

Colleen Tiesler 
Patricia Vancil 
Elizabeth Vino 

Friends, Family and Supporters in CY 2020 (Con’t.) 

                                     The St. Scholastica Circle  
 
Saint Scholastica, twin sister to Saint Benedict, is the patron saint of Benedictine Sisters.  

Together with her brother, she is our co-founder. Saint Scholastica’s passion for God led her to 
offer a sanctuary for women seeking a closer relationship with Him (like St. Benedict did for men). 
We, the Benedictine Sisters of Florida, share their teachings from the Rule. A guide written in the 
6th Century, the Rule illustrates how we can all live a better life and it continues to be profoundly 
relevant to this day. 

Love of God, care for others, leadership and listening, the gentler iterations of the   Bene-
dictine way, are thought to have been St. Scholastica’s influence in the writing of the Rule.  In that 
regard, we have established The St. Scholastica Circle. 

Our purpose is to broaden our reach. Those who come for retreat to Holy Name come for 
a variety of reasons: meaning, clarity and purpose in their lives. There is universality in their  over-
whelming need for peace, especially in the stressful world in which we live.  

Would you like to be a part of helping others overcome the feeling of emptiness and dis-
tance from the Light of our Lord?  Would you help us build our capacity to improve the quality of 
life for both women and men in need of our Retreat Hospitality, but can’t afford what really is a 
necessity?  Holy Name Monastery is a place for people to just be, to be transformed, and to know 

they are not alone no matter how devastating their circumstances.  
           Won’t you join the 38 current members of this circle of care, built to ensure the 
Benedictine Sisters can sustain their ministry of light? Recurring donations made monthly 

or quarterly help us plan and grow our Retreat Hospitality Program. Part of your dona-
tions will provide partial scholarships for retreatants who qualify.  The remainder of the  
The St. Scholastica Circle donations help to fund the program, especially Directed Re-
treats, leader, curriculum, staff and housekeeping.  See box below to easily set-up your 
account. 

“Everything was an important 

part of the whole, and seeing 
the balanced lifestyle in ac-

tion was powerful.” 

 

“Being cared for and cared 
about by the Sisters, prayer 

time to be introspective, 
walks in the gardens, and 
talking to God have brought 
me back to what is im-

portant.” 

 

“Truly blessed having the 
opportunity to spend this 

time and reflect.” 

       Give monthly or quarterly now to support the Sisters’ giving of the Light! 

 Go to our website to set-up account  at:   www.benedictinesistersoffl.org 

 Click on DONATE NOW at top of page 

 Answer 4 questions just one time—then it is automatic 

 Choose a recurring amount for your budget:  $10, $25, $50, $100 or Other   

     Cancel or change the amount whenever you need to 

 Questions?  Email:  hnmdevelopment@saintleo.edu or Call: (352) 588-8320 
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 Tribute Gifts 2020 
A donation made to remember or honor a loved one is a precious gift. The Benedictine Sisters of Florida 
are privileged and honored to receive such gifts that represent one’s love and respect for another. 
 
     Gifts in Memory Of:          Given By: 
 
 Sister Marie Abadie     Christopher and Karen Miller 
 Victor, Jennie and Victor L. Aulita    Theresa Valentino 
 John Blankenship      Nora Blankenship 

 Evelyn and Fremont Bollinger    Jody L. Bollinger 
 Joyce Borden:      Jay T. Vogel, II and friends at  

                  Natural Resource Planning Services 

 Tim Brown:      Norman and Felecia Bishop 
        Thomas and Elizabeth Prather 
 Mabel Bullock      Mary Anne Bullock 

 Carolyn Bundy      Margaret Elaine Richard 
 Tom Byers      Catherine Byers 
 Sister Mary Ann Carollo     Frank and Maris Helfrich 

 Sisters Helen Lange Caroline Ceverny   Jack and Christine Hofer 
 Stanley Chmura      Frances Chmura 
 Luz Merchan Clavejo     Dr. Marc Yacht and Helen Merchan 

 Nancy McCabe Burns Counihan:    Sally Burns 
  Clyde and Joy Hobby 
  Cornelius and Betty McCabe 
  Richard and Lynn Tombrink, Jr. 

Sister Ruth Cullen     Mary Ann Weakley 
Joe Curtis      Ken and Glorian Weatherly 
Eleanor Dempsey      Maureen Dempsey 

Esther Montes deOca     Belinda Montes deOca 
Fran Falvey      Catherine Falvey 

 Robert and Ann Marie Gildemeyer    Karen Gildemeyer 

             Geraldine Goodwin     Barbara Songy 
           Jerome Hoelscher     Larry and Brenda Bradford 
            Sister Imelda Hoffman     Michael and Rosemary Hutchinson 

 Trudy LaBruzzo      Pete LaBruzzo 
 Jack and Thomas Lamb     Ken and Glorian Weatherly 
 Sister Helen Lange:     Arnold and Ernestine Lange Trust 

 Virginia Franke  
 Jim and Glordine Johnson 
 Larry and Monica Keyes 

 Scott and Laurie Reagan 
 Richmond and Carol Jean Taylor 
 Patricia Vancil 

Sisters Helen Lange and Annunciata Newman  Martha Newman Bennett 
Sister Helen Lange, Christine Gifford and Larry Fagan Kelly E. Fagan 
Louis "Bud" Grieshop, Joe and Ruth Grieshop  John and Doretta Gillott 
Trudy LaBruzzo      Michael and Susan Wheeler 

Ronald Lutes      Connie Charlton 
Edmund and Rose Mary Maertens    Gabriella Maertens 
Harold Martinez      Anna Sally Redden 

Brittney McBath      Brenda McBath 
Mary Ann Menendez     Michael R. Menendez 
Michael, Jean and Frank Marro Sr.    Frank and Mary L. Marro 

Reverend Louis B. Moeller     Ruby Hlavinka 
Mr. and Mrs. Raul Mora     Tim and Maria Crosby 
Sister Irma Multer and Rev. Louis B. Moeller  Rey and Juanita Casarez 

Sister Irma Multer:     Robert and Phyllis Broz 
John Multer 

Sister Mary Dorothy Neuhofer    Francis and Anna Crociata 

Dorothy Newman     Donna Kremer 
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 Gifts In Memory  (Con’t) 

 
  In Memory Of:         By: 
 
 Josephine E. Olivito     William Olivito 
 Maria Parisi      G. Jack and Dawn Parisi 
 Mason Powell      Mark and Connie Powell 

 Willis Pringer, III      Henry and Rev. Deborah Belusa 
 Sister Mary Grace Riddles     Mary Kathryn Calvert 
 Roslyn Puzio      Thaddeus Puzio 

 Joe L. Saunders      Kathleen Saunders 
 Sister Pia Smeddick     Jean Strohmeyer  
 Jack and Carolyn Stanton     John Parrell and Carol Stanton 

 Rob Stanton      John Parrell and Carol Stanton 
 Sonny Storch      Stella Barthle 
 John, Mary and John Jr. Sviantek    Donna M. Sviantek 
 Cathy Vasile      Dr. Jeffrey and Alicia Senese 

 Stella Vorek      John and Stephanie Hipple 
 Howard M. Wansley Jr.     Clara Wansley 
 Howard M. Wansley Sr.     Clara Wansley 

 Rev. Malcolm Wansley     Clara Wansley 
 Elizabeth Weatherford     John and Yvonne Boyle 
 Julia B. Williams:      Rick and Cheryl Chadick  

        Pamela LaCrosse 
 Kenneth Wilson      Luella Wilson 
 Sara Yager      Francis and Dorothy Beaman 

 

Gifts In Honor 
Honor a loved one, friend, colleague or acquaintance for a birthday, anniversary, graduation  

or just because …     
 

                In Honor Of:        By: 
 
 Benedictine Sister of Florida    Clara Wansley 
 Donatelli and Yorio Families    Angela M. Donatelli 
 Joyce Newman Goomer     Martha Newman Bennett 

 Teresa Hernandez     Louis Maddalena 
 Sister Mary David Hydro     James and Catherine Krebsbach 
 Sister Mary Clare Neuhofer    Malloy and Lena Pearson 

 Gloria O'Brien      Cynthia Sharpe 
 Puzio Family       Thaddeus Puzio 
 Victoria Riggione      Nicholas and Victoria Riggione 

 Kathleen Schmitt      Joanne Trezza 
 Jeanne Marie Ubbink-Marlow    Jack and Patricia Ubbink 
 Sister Dianne Wansley:     Clara Wansley 
        Jane E. Martinson 
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CORPORATE COMMITMENT 
 

In an effort to address contemporary local 
needs, we, the Benedictine Sisters of Flori-
da, commit ourselves and our resources to 
respond with the compassion of Christ to 
the hungers of the People of God. 

Editorial Team 
Editors: Sister Roberta Bailey, Prioress 

Faith Pridmore, CFRE, 

    Director of Mission Advancement 

Writers: Benedictine Sisters 

Web Master:  Cheryl Chadick 

Holy Name Monastery 
PO Box 2450 
St. Leo, FL 33574-2450 

Will  to Get It Done is Power and Peace 

 

The internet provides a wealth of information about getting your will done. One reason we found fascinating was in 
question form: “What do Abraham Lincoln - one of the most famous lawyers in history, Martin Luther King Jr., civil 
rights leader, billionaire Howard Hughes and rock star Prince have in common?” They all died without leaving a 
will. Unfortunately this is not unusual.  

Studies inform us that only about 3 in 10 U.S. adults have a will. And less than half of those age 55 and older have 
one.  You may be one of the 60% of people who say they “just haven’t gotten around to it” and 27% don’t think 
there is any urgency. 

Too often tremendous problems and emotional turmoil take place with loved ones when wishes are not prepared in 
a will. The state takes over that job and sometimes assets are temporarily frozen to give the courts time to deter-
mine how the assets should be allocated.  The process can take a long time and you don’t want that to be the case 

for your family so as the famous motto from Nike goes:  Just do it!    
          
And if the Benedictine Sisters of Florida is a charity you wish to leave a gift as part of your legacy, your written will 
ensures that it will happen for the Sisters.                         
 
The Benedictine Sisters of Florida, a 501©3  charity, is happy to assist in your life planning  
with your lawyer.  Just contact Faith Pridmore, CFRE at: 
 

 (352) 588-8320 / hnmdvelopment@saintleo.edu 

 


