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The theme of our Winter Tide 2012 is Moments of Grace.  
At this most holy and celebrated time of year, the Benedictine Sisters 

of Florida pray that your life will be filled with the presence of grace which is 
the influence of God operating in all of us to strengthen our spiritual lives.
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From the Prioress’ Journal

S. Roberta Bailey, O.S.B.

	 When	the	theme	“Moments	of	Grace”	was	announced	
for	this	issue	of		THE	TIDE		a	childhood	rhyme	immediately	
came	to	mind:	“Patience	is	a	virtue,	and	virtue	is	a	grace,	
and	Grace	 is	 a	 little	 girl	 that	 didn’t	wash	 her	 face.”	 I’ll	
grant	you	it	was	not	a	very	holy	thought,		but	it	reminded	
me	that	lessons	in	grace	have	popped	up	in	our	lives	since	
early	childhood.		I’m	sure	our	parents	could	relate	stories	
about	when	they	were	sure	it	was	only	grace	that	saved	us.		
Grace	protected	us	 from	the	 jar	 teetering	on	 the	edge	of	
the	table	we	grasped	when	we	were	learning	to	walk.	Or	
the	times	when	we	were	late	coming	home	from	a	date	but	
had	 just	missed	 the	car	accident	where	other	 teens	were	
badly	 injured.	 Graced	moments	 when	 we	met	 someone	
who	became	a	life-long	friend.		Even	times	when	but	for	
the	 grace	 of	God	our	 parents	would	 have	 been	 eager	 to	
trade	us	to	a	family	anywhere	but	in	their	house.	Treasured	
moments	when	we,	out	of	the	blue,	said	“thank	you”	for	
the	daily	tasks	our	parents	thought	we	never	noticed.
	 Each	of	us	can	relate	stories	of	treasured	moments	of	
grace	in	our	own	lives.		For	me,	today	is	special	grace.	For	
us	on	the	west	coast	of	Florida,	 it	 is	a	glorious	sunshiny	
day,	when	families	along	the	east	coast	of	our	country	are	

living	without		power,	evacuating	
or	boarding	up	in	defense	against	
Hurricane	Sandy.	Every	day	there	
are	moments	 of	 grace	we	 could	
easily	 overlook	 and	 forget	 to	
say	 “Thank	God”	 for	 a	 blessing	
received.	 	 Grace	 and	 blessings	
come	 to	 us	 in	 the	 people	 and	
events	 in	 our	 lives	 and	 most	
certainly	 through	 the	 WORD	 in	
Scripture.
	 You	will	read	elsewhere	in	this	TIDE	about	our	sale	of	
property	to	Saint	Leo	University.		We	are	blessed	that	we	
have	a	neighbor	that	was	eager	to	expand	and	that	we	can	
build	on	property	we	already	own	just	a	“stone’s	throw”	
across	the	highway.		We	count	on	your	prayerful	support	as	
we	plan	our	new	home.	For	those	who	would	like	“naming	
rights”	on	rooms	or	fixtures	in	our	future	monastery,	please	
contact	Faith	in	our	Office	of	Advancement.	In	advance,	
may	God	shower	many	blessings	on	all	who	support	our	
community	with	their	time,	talents	and	treasure!

Hospitality Ministry
Saint	Benedict’s	The Rule,	Chapter	53	stipulates	that	“Guests	are	to	be	received	as	Christ.”	Many	persons	join	us	
to	experience	moments	of	grace	and	to	be	fed	spiritually	(our	food	is	good,	too)	or	just	to	rest	and	reflect	on	God’s	
action	in	their	lives.	Retreat	options	open	to	individuals	include:	

 • Private Retreat -	share	prayer	and	meals	with	the	Sisters;	take	advantage	of	other	time	to	read,	pray,	write,	walk		
				and	just	rest.
	•	Directed Retreat	-		provides	the	opportunity	to	schedule	spiritual	direction	from	a	Sister	trained	for	that	ministry.
	•	Group Options	-	include	Days	of	Reflection	(9:30am	-	3pm)	as	well	as	input	and	sharing	of	prayer	and	lunch						
				with	the	Sisters.
	•	Weekend Retreats	are	available	for	you	to		bring	your	own	program	or	have	a	Sister	present	the	program.

Retreat Groups recently hosted:
					Spanish	Desert	Day		-	June	2
					Share	Life	Day	-	June	23
					Oblate	Summer	Days	-	June	30	and	July	13
					Nun	Run	-	Aug.	1
					AA	Recovery	Retreat	-	Oct.	5-7

Contact S. Mary David Hydro, OSB	at	(352)	588-8320	or	email	
her	at	mary.david.hydro@saintleo.edu.
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	 The	 Benedictine	 Sisters	
of	Florida	are	delighted	to	an-
nounce	 the	 sale	of	 their	mon-
astery	 and	 property	 to	 Saint	
Leo	 University.	 	 The	 two	 or-
ganizations	 have	 completed	 a	
real	estate	transaction	with	the	
university	 acquiring	 29	 acres	
of	 the	 Benedictine	 Sisters’	
land	 holdings,	 including	 the	
parcel	with	Holy	Name	Mon-
astery,	at	33201	State	Road	52,	
in	the	town	of	St.	Leo.
	 For	 the	 present,	 the	 Sis-
ters	 will	 continue	 to	 occupy	
the	existing	Holy	Name	Monas-
tery	until	their	new	monastery	is	
completed.	The	building	project	
is	 expected	 to	 take	 about	 two	
years	 and	 will	 include	 a	 fund-
raising	effort.		At	the	press	con-
ference	Sister	Roberta	remarked	
that	 “this	 is	 an	 historic	 day	 for	
the	Benedictine	Sisters!	It	is	the	
result	 of	five	years	of	prayerful	
discernment,	on-going	consulta-
tion	with	our	advisors	at	Zielins-
ki	Companies	and	many	conver-
sations	 with	 the	 administration	
at	Saint	Leo	University.	The	cur-
rent	 monastery	 building	 is	 actu-
ally	our	second	home	in	our	123-
year	history	in	east	Pasco	County.	
We	plant	our	roots	deep	and	feel	
blessed	 that	 we	 can	 transplant	
ourselves	 across	 the	 street	 here	
near	 the	 university	 and	 in	 our	
hometown	of	Saint	Leo.		We	are	
pleased	that	the	land	will	remain	
in	the	‘family’	and	continue	to	be	
used	 for	 educational	 ministries	
that	uphold	the	same	Benedictine	
values	that	the	Sisters	espouse.”
	 The	 monastery	 parcel	 of	 29	
acres	is	directly	adjacent	to	the	west	end	of	Saint	Leo	Uni-
versity’s	 campus,	 and	 its	 addition	will	 permit	 expansion	
to	 accommodate	 enrollment	 growth.	 The	 purchase	 also	
includes	parcels	on	 the	 south	 side	of	State	Road	52,	 di-
rectly	across	the	highway	from	the	monastery.	The	Bene-

dictine	 Sisters	 of	 Florida	will	
construct	a	new		monastery	on	
40	acres	they	own	on	the	south	
side	of	State	Road	52	at	Wich-
ers	Road.
			 Dr.	 Arthur	 F.	 Kirk,	 Jr.,	
President	 of	 Saint	 Leo	 Uni-
versity,	expressed	gratitude	for	
the	 ongoing	 relationship	 with	
the	 Benedictine	 Sisters.	 “We	
have	 been	 so	 blessed	 to	 have	
the	 Sisters’	 	 involvement	 in	
Saint	 Leo	 since	 our	 founding	
as	the	first	Catholic	college	in	
Florida.”	He	added,	“Now	the	

Sisters’	work	will	continue,	they	
will	 live	 nearby,	 and	 they	 will	
be	 able	 to	 see	 on	 a	 daily	 basis	
how	 the	 addition	 of	 this	 parcel	
enhances	 our	 educational	 mis-
sion.”
	 This	 purchase	 does	 not	
include––nor	 does	 it	 affect––
Saint	 Leo	 Abbey	 Church	 or	
Saint	 Leo	 Abbey,	 which	 are	
both	 owned	 by	 the	Benedictine	
Monks	of	Saint	Leo.	The	Bene-
dictine	 Sisters	 and	 Benedictine	
Monks,	while	 sharing	 the	 same	
faith,	 are	 legally	 separate	 enti-
ties,	each	with	its	own	property	
rights	and	governance.
	 Both	 communities	 have	
been	 integral	 to	 the	 founding	
of	 Saint	 Leo	 University.	 Even	
though	 the	 university	 is	 now	 an	
independent	 institution,	 the	 six	
core	values	that	guide	university	
life	are	drawn	from	the	Benedic-
tine	 tradition,	which	 emphasizes	
a	life	of	prayer,	work,	communi-
ty,	 scholasticism	 and	 hospitality,	
among	many	other	virtues.	

	 Stay	 tuned	 for	 upcoming	 events	
as	we	break	ground,	celebrate	milestones	during	construc-
tion	and	most	especially	have	the	opening	and	blessing	of		
the	new	monastery.	It	is	our	prayer	that	the	125th	Anniver-
sary	of	our	founding,	February	28,	2014,	will	coordinate	
with	our	move-in!	

The	Sisters	to	Have	a	New	Home

   Signing the contract which sells the Sisters’ property 
to Saint Leo University. Pictured are Dr. Arthur Kirk, Jr., 
President of SLU, Sister Roberta Bailey, the Sisters’ attor-
ney, Glen Greenfelder, and Don Tapia, SLU Board Chair.

     1930’s monastery painted by Br. Paul Tennis, 
OSB, of St. Leo.

     Current monastery built in 1960.
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	 It	is	called	a	cross-road.	You	know	-		that	sometimes	
difficult	time	in	life	when	the	path	we	have	been	on	needs	
to	 change.	 	 For	me	 one	 of	 those	 challenging	 times	was	
about	five	years	ago.		Having	worked	as	the	“chef”	in	the	
monastery	 kitchen	 for	 26	 years,	 it	 was	 time	 to	 make	 a	
change.		 	 	 	 	 	
	 What	did	I	want	to	do	at	this	point	in	my	life	to	serve	
my	God	and	his	people?		Should	I	look	into	home	health-
care,	Saint	Leo	University	cafeteria	assistant	(I	didn’t	want	
to	be	the	primary	food-preparer	anymore)	or	take	my	bak-
ing	talents	to	a	bakery	shop?		My	thinking	was	that	per-
haps	I	should	take	a	mini-sabbatical	to	focus	on	my	deci-
sion.		But	before	plans	could	be	put	in	place,	I	had	a	fall	
in	 the	kitchen	and	broke	my	shoulder.	 	Three	months	of	
re-cooperation	later…it	all	of	a	sudden	occurred	to	me	that	
maybe	the	local	day	care	center	would	be	fun.		And	so	it	
was,	I	applied	for	a	position	at	Sacred	Heart	Early	Child-
hood	Center	and	am	now	in	my	fifth	year.	Working	with	
the	children	and	the	wonderful	staff	has	given	me	a	family	
oriented	atmosphere	beyond	the	monastery.
	 Though	my	“moment	of	grace”	was	painful,	God	gave	
me	the	time	to	reflect	and	take	a	new	path	which	hopefully	
is	as	rewarding	for	the	children	as	it	is	for	me.			
	 	 	 	 	 – Sister Donna

	 God	has	provided	many	moments	of	grace	during	my	
life’s	journey.		However,	there	is	one	that	has	had	the	most	
influence.		It	goes	back	to	when	I	left	the	convent	to	care	
for	my	ill	mother	in	Belize.		It	so	happens	that	I	worked	
as	 the	Supervisor	 for	 the	Belize	Children’s	Home	which	
was	within	a	block	of	Sister Germaine Bevans’ mother’s	
residence.		Sister	and	I	were	dear	friends		and	communi-
cated	from	time	to	time	through	her	mother.		As	I	passed	
one	day,	Mrs. Bevans greeted	me	with	 the	news	 that	S.	
Germaine	 	was	 to	celebrate	her	 	Silver	 Jubilee	and	how	
special	my	attending	would	be.		
	 After	 much	 soul	 searching,	 I	 decided	 to	 take	 two	
weeks	vacation	from	my	job	and	attend	Sister	Germaine’s	
celebration.		It	is	curious	how	very	connected	I	felt	upon	
my	arrival	at	Holy	Name	-the	peaceful	surroundings,	the	
Sisters’	kindness	–	the	entire	experience	moved	me.	It	all	
seemed	so	right,	almost	a	privilege	to	be	in	this	place.
	 Sister	Germaine	invited	me	to	go	through	the	process	
to	join	the	community,	but	 that	was	not	possible	as	long	
as	my	mother	needed	me.		I	returned	home	(which	was	in	
May)	and	my	mother	told	me	that	she	was	so	very	sorry	
that	I	had	to	leave	the	convent	to	care	for	her	and	that	I	had	
not	married.		These	were	words	that	had	never	before	been	
spoken.	

	 My	moment	of	grace	came	with	my	response.	I’m	not	
sure	why,	but	I	blurted-out,	“Oh,	Mom,	don’t	you	worry	
because	I	will	re-enter	when	the	time	is	right.”		The	look	
on	my	mother’s	face	was	of	pure	joy	and	contentment	as	
she	said,	“My	child	(she	called	me	this	even	though	I	was	
a	grown	woman),	when	I	close	my	eyes	and	travel	to	heav-
en,	I	will	be	so	happy!”	My	mother	was	called	by	Jesus	
that	very	next	January.
	 God	has	been	so	good	to	me	that	I	live	“my	life	as	a	
prayer.”		Praying	is	my	first	priority	in	any	decision	before	
me.	And	pray	I	did	regarding	a	return	to	the	religious	life.	
Though	it	took	me	four	years	to	finally	get	here,	God	gave	
me	a	second	chance	and	my	life	at	Holy	Name	has	been	a	
gift	to	me.
	 	 	 	 	 – Sister Mary Romana

	 During	my	 last	 summer	of	 college,	 I	was	 a	 summer	
missionary	 in	 Wyoming.			
You	must	 understand	 that	
at	the	time	I	was	a	South-
ern	Baptist	and	very	active	
in	 my	 college’s	 Baptist	
Student	Union.		That	sum-
mer	was	very	challenging	
as	 there	were	 	many	 rela-
tional	problems	within	the	

group.		There	were	questions	about	what	we	were	doing.		
It	was	very	intense.		After	a	particularly	bad	event,	I	went	
up	into	the	nearby	mountains	to	pray.	
		 It	 seemed	 that	 reading	I	Corinthians	13,	 	more	com-
monly	called	the	“Love	Chapter,”	was	appropriate	given	
how	 things	 were	 going.	At	 the	 end	 of	 that	 chapter	 is	 a	
phrase,	“I	see	darkly	now	as	if	in	a	mirror.	But	then	I	shall	
see	face	to	face.		I	will	know	as	I	am	known	now.”		While	
my	translation	may	not	be	the	best,	what	it	said	to	me	was,	
“God	 loves	me	now	and	he	knows	everything	about	me	
and	it’s	okay.		I	don’t	think	I	have	ever	felt	the	presence	of	
God	and	his	grace	more	clearly.
	 	 	 	 	 – Sister Dianne
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 After	studying	the	medieval	church	and	monasticism,	
Miss Derick’s	fourth	grade	students	at	the	Geneva	School		
in	Winter	Park,	Florida	had	 a	 special	 guest.	 	They	were	
enthralled	 by	meeting	 a	 “real-live”	 person	who	 actually	
makes	a	monastery	her	home.		Sister Mary David	visited	
the	school	in	October	and	spoke	to	the	students	about	life	
in	a	monastery.	

Moments of Grace
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	 “The	 children	
loved	 hearing	
about	Sister’s	 day	
to	 day	 life,”	 said	
teacher’s	 	 aide		
Elizabeth Sut-
ton.	 They	 wanted	
to	 know	 all	 the	
basics:	 	“What	do	
you	eat?		What	do	
you	 wear?	 	What	
is	 your	 bedroom	
like?	 Do	 you	 have	 a	 TV?	 	 Do	 you	 share	 everything?”		
They	were	struck	by	the	simplicity	and	peace	of	monastic	
life.	 	Many	of	the	children	made	comments	such	as,	“A	
monastery	sounds	like	a	happy	place.		Can	we	visit	you	
there?”		
		 Sister	Mary	David	encouraged	us	 to	 love	and	 serve	
others	 rather	 than	 focusing	 our	 time	 on	 accumulating	
more	things.		The	children	related	to	the	message	and	un-
derstood	its	implications.		Her	words	still	come	up	in	their	
conversations	weeks	 after	 her	 visit.	 “Thank	 you,	 Sister	
Mary	David	for	inspiring	us	to	be	purposeful	about	living	
out	our	faith	in	service	to	others.”						A	moment	of	grace.																																																																																																																							
	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 – Elizabeth Sutton, Aide

	 My	plan	while	living	with	my	sister,	Daisy	in	Jackson-
ville	was	to	add	experience	to	my	studies	in	Special	Educa-
tion.	Working	with	the	mentally	and	physically	challenged	
adults	would	provide	the	experience	needed	for	me	to	start	
a	small	home	to	care	for	such	individuals	in	my	country	of	
India.	Daisy	and	her	husband,	Paul	were	encouraging	me	
and	were	ready	to		support	the	effort.
	 In	the	meantime,	my	Sunday	evenings	were	spent	with	
my	 	prayer	group	at	L’Arch.	We	would	go	 to	Christ	 the	
King	 parish	 for	 prayers.	Many	 in	 the	 group	would	 also	
take	a	book	from	the	church	shelves	and	read.	 	I	always	
spent	the	hour	saying	the	rosary	and	praying.	The	excep-
tion	was	the	evening	I	was	drawn	to	the	shelves	and	chose	
a	Catholic	magazine.	In	it	was	an	article	about	Vocations	
in	America.	
	 A	grace	moment	was	mine	as	I	learned	from	the	article	
that	 in	 this	country,	God’s	calling	comes	at	any	age	and	
was	not	a	barrier	to	such	a	commitment.		You	see	in	India,	
this	is	not	true.	I	had	left	blessed	Mother Teresa’s	order	
when	I	came	to	America.	If	I	were	to	return	to	India,	my	
age	would	preclude	my	re-entering	the	order.	But	with	this	
new	found	information,	the	opportunity	seemed	within	my	
reach!		
	 Much	 research	 later,	 conversations	 and	 experiences	
with	a	few	other	communities,	 I	 found	myself	 	accepted	
at	Holy	Name	Monastery.	I	have	been	here	four	years	now	
and	 have	 found	 gratifying	ministries	 helping	 adults	 and	
children.
	 	 	 	 	 – Sister Elizabeth

Excerpts from The Benedictine Sisters of Florida: Memories of the First Hundred Years
CHAPTER FIVE, PART 2: MISSIONARIES TO THE PARISH SCHOOLS

	 Another	interesting	mission	opening	occurred	in	1948	
when	 two	 sisters,	 Sister Annunciata	 and	 Sister Irma,	
went	to	St.	Paul’s	Parish,	Jacksonville	Beach,	in	September	
to	make	preparations	for	the	opening	of	the	school	which	
was	 to	 take	place	 in	January	1950.	The	two	sisters	were	
housed	 in	 a	 frame	house	which	was	 rather	 sparsely	 fur-
nished.	Sister	Irma	remembers	the	kitchen	furniture,	other	
than	the	appliances	and	the	kitchen	counter,	consisted	of	
an	 orange	 crate.	There	was	 one	 chair	 in	 the	 house,	 two	
beds	and	four	sheets.	There	were	dishes	and	silver	service	
for	two	and	a	few	cooking	utensils.	Father Murphy the	
pastor,	provided	a	crucifix	for	the	house	when	the	sisters	
arrived.
	 Bishop McDonough,	 the	 auxiliary	 of	 the	 diocese,	
was	among	the	early	visitors	to	this	house.	The	occasion	
proved	an	interesting	challenge	for	hospitality.	The	bishop	
was	given	the	chair	to	sit	in	and	Father	Murphy,	who	ac-
companied	him,	was	given	the	orange	crate.	Sisters	Irma	
and	Anunciata	remained	standing	throughout	the	visit.	The	

bishop,	 an	observant	 and	concerned	pastor,	 asked	 if	 sis-
ters	got	lonely	there	and	offered	to	provide	a	radio.	Sister	
Annunciata,	ever	frugal	and	austere,	refused	this	unneces-
sary	expense	but	the	bishop	did	agree	with	Sister	Irma	that	
a	 radio/phonograph	 that	 could	 eventually	be	used	 in	 the	
school	would	be	welcome.	When	 the	 equipment	 arrived	
shortly	after	his	visit,	Sister	Irma	enjoyed	its	voice;	Sister	
Annunciata	retreated	into	silence	for	a	month.
	 The	 bishop	must	 have	 noticed	 other	 things	 as	well.	
In	 the	 days	 after	 his	 visit,	 Father	Murphy	 gave	 the	 sis-
ters	 instructions	 to	buy	 furnishings	 for	 the	house	 and	 to	
get	 things	of	good	quality	that	would	last.	The	shopping	
trips	began	soon	after,	much	to	Sister	Anunciata’s	distress.	
However,	some	linen	bought	then	and	carefully	marked	in	
waterproof	ink	“St.	Paul’s	Convent,	1949”	can	even	now,	
almost		 forty	 years	 later,	 be	 found	 in	 the	 linen	 closet	 at	
the	Priory	or	on	the	beds	of	the	sisters.	Father	Murphy’s	
instructions	were	followed	with	zeal.	The	house	was	made	
suitable	for	the	five	sisters	who	were	expected	to	be	mis-
sioned	in	the	parish	as	soon	as	the	school	opened.
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	 The	first	Annual	Angels in the Wings Legacy Soci-
ety Luncheon was held	Thursday,	November	8,	2012.	
The	Sisters	were	delighted	to	honor	posthumously	dear	
friends	who	kindly	remembered	the	Benedictine	Sis-
ters	of	Florida	in	their	wills	and	bequests.	This	lovely	
day	was	even	more	memorable	for	the	Sisters	because	
several	families	of	our	honorees	were	able	to	attend.	

Monsignor Frank Mouch	 blessed	 gifts	 and	 an	 angel	 prayer	 that	
were	part	of	the	celebration.	 	It	was	one	of	life’s	special	moments	
when	we	have	the	opportunity	to	express	our	gratitude	publicly.	It	
was	truly	a	privilege	to	remember	these	special	people.
	 The	family	members	of	the	Angels,	remind	us	of	the	beauty	of	
values	and	traditions	being		passed	from	one	generation	to	the	next.		
Their	parents	and	grandparents’	stories,	related	at	 the	luncheon	by	
Sister Roberta,	exemplify	the	power	and	everlasting	quality	of	faith	
and	love	of	God’s	people.		The	next	generation	is	carrying	the	legacy	
of	their	forbearers	forward.
	 The	 Benedictine	 Sisters	 of	 Florida	 are	 blessed	 as	 God	 pro-
vides	new	opportunities	for	us	to	continue	His	work…together	with	

our	 friends,	 fam-
ily,	benefactors	and	
oblates.	
	If	 you	 would	 like	
information	 about	
membership	 in	
the	 Angels	 in	 the	
Wings	 Legacy	 So-
ciety,	contact	Faith	
Pridmore	 at	 352-
588-8443	 or	 email	
her	 at	 hnmdevel-
opment@saintleo.
edu.

Angels in the 
Wings Legacy 
Society Luncheon: 
Carrying the 
legacy forward; 
Faith and Love 
of God’s People

Dr. Holly Sokolowski, Lynn Powers and S. Mary 
David

Standing are Joseph Herrmann, Maggie 
Herrmann Baumont, Sister Roberta;
Seated are Eddie and Patsy Herrmann.

Standing is Don Roy;
Seated are Beverly Roy and S. Mary David.

S. Mary Clare presenting the blessed angel 
token for Tim Brown which was accepted 
by S. Miriam and will be sent to Tim’s fam-
ily.

Blessing of angel gifts by Monsignor 
Frank Mouch.



The Benedictine Tide – 7

Moments of Grace are Possible because You Care!
The following represents donors to our 2012/13 Annual Fund from July 1 to October 31, 2012.

AaSyS	Group	Inc.
Charles	J.	Agius
Alico	Incorporated
Alva	M.	Anderson
Dr.	Tyson	and	Kelly	Anderson
Anonymous
Deacon	Michael	and	Joan	Arno
Ronald	and	Jacqueline	Arrowsmith
Steve	and	Marsha	Arvedson
Barbara	Backus
Kathy	Baker
Timothy	C.	Barfield
Andrew	Barthle
Stella	Barthle	‘50
Patricia	Becker
Ann	Marie	Benzinger
Linda	L.	Bishop
Norman	and	Felecia	Bishop
John	and	Linda	(‘63)	Blommel
Jody	Bollinger
Larry	and	Brenda	Bradford
Alfred	Bray
Fran	Brennan
Warren	and	Bernadette	Broz
Sue	Burgess
James	Burnsed
Sebastian,	Cassandra	
			and	Anthony	Cabrera
Jean	M.	Callahan
Thomas	and	Theresa	Carollo
Gary	and	Connie	Caudill
Lucille	Chrisafulle
Mary	Ann	Cintron
Matthew	J.	Clarke
Janet	Collura
John	and	Amy	Cordray
Cay	Corwin	‘59
Frank	and	Kim	Corradini
Marion	Crim
Don	and	Diana	Crowder
Bertha	and	Catherine	Cumming
Msgr.	George	W.	Cummings
Kevin	Dail
Gary	and	Mary	Davis
Donald	and	Victoria	Defeuthaler
Marie	A.	Delalla
Helen	De	Rosier
Barry	and	Jo	Devine
Kathleen	DiSanto
Benjamin		and	Vivian	Donatelli
John	and	Irene	Doscher
Patrick	and	Deborah	Drewes
Gloria	J.	Duggan

Maribeth	Durst
Raymond	and	Leona	Erazmus
Barbara	A.	Ervin
Mary	Jean	Etten
Exchanged	Life	Ministries,	Inc.
Farina	Orthodontics
Sheila		Farmer
Helen	Fehn
Patricia	Ferry
Krystal	E.	Filsinger
Felicita	Finney
Vincent	and	Lydia	Forgione
Virginia	Franke
Beatriz	F	Galvis
Victor,	Ruby	and	Luz	Maria	Garcia
Maureen	Raub	and	Barbara	Gilboy
Annie	Lee	Gomez
Virginia	Barthle	Gordon	‘57
Nancy	W.	Greiner
Dwaine	and	Patricia	Gullett
Omer	and	Bernice	Halfmann
Maris	P.	Helfrich
Mary	Himes
Jennifer	A.	Hofer
Alois	and	Imogene	Holub
Amy	Lynn	Hoyt
Michael	Chacko	Jacob
Diane	Jones
Mrs.	Bobby	B.	Jones
Dr.	Veronika	Ospina	Kammerer
Marjorie	and	Kathleen	Karan
Norman	Kaye	and	Family
Dr.	Arthur	and	Beverly	Kirk
Harvey	and	Kathleen	Kissel
Stanley	and	Janice	Lange
James	and	Elizabeth	Larson
S.	Claire	Leboeuf,	CSC
Francis	and	Frances	Link
Loyola	Mathia
Jane	E.	Martinson
Paul	and	Juanita	Mayeux
Dana	Mazur
Edward	and	Ines	McFadden
John	and	Mary	McGoldrick
Lorrie	McGovern
Leanne	M.	Milian
Edwin	and	Mary	Miller
R.	A.	Milliman
Barbara	Molloy
Mary	C.	Moreau
Jerry	and	Donna	Multer
Luke	and	Lorraine	Murphy
Dr.	Yvonne	Nelson

Christopher	and	Gina	Neuhofer
Robert	and	Juanita	O’Hara
Anthony	A.		Olivito
Dr.	Susan	R.	Olson
Dr.		David	Ostrander
Robert	and	Ursula	Page
Papa	Joes	Pizza
Dr.	Dominick	and	Bernadette	
			Passalacqua
Malloy	Pearson
Curtis	and	Nancy	Pond
Mark	and	Connie	Powell
Allan	and	Marilyn	Powers
Patricia	Nancy	Powers	‘53
Marshall	and	Faith	Pridmore
Debra	L.	Prince
Margaret	Ricou	Randall	‘49
John	and	Phyllis	Rearden
Patrick	and	Jeanette	(‘58)	Reilly
Karen	E.	Robertson
Dennis	and	Ellen	Jo	Seidenberger
Josephine	Shine
Philip	and	Cynthia	Signore
Donna	Simpson
Margie	Simpson
John	and	Barbara	Sinnott
Dr.	Thomas	and	Louann	Sipera
Rev.	Francis	X.	Smith
Bruce	and	Lorraine	Snyder
James	F.	Squadrito
William	and	Barbara	Stewart
Renee	Storey
Margaret	Sullivan
Marlene	Sumner	‘53
Carol	J.	Sutton
Granger	and	Barbara	Sutton
Rick	and	C	J	Taylor
Susan	Starrs	Thompson
Tonya	Trimble
Cornelia	Vercheski
Salvatore	J.	Versaggi
Joseph	B.	Vogel
Charles	Waller
Clara	Wansley
Thomas	and	Jean	Weightman
Otto	Weitzenkorn

If	we	have	made	an	error	or	omission	
with	any	gifts	in	this	Annual	Gifts	Re-
port,	 we	 sincerely	 apologize.	 Please	
contact	 the	Office	 of	Advancement	 at	
352-588-8443	or	email	us	at	hnmdevel-
opment@saintleo.edu.
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	 July 12th	-	The	Sisters	celebrated	the	July	birthday/
feast	day	supper	party	on	the	porch.	Pizza	and	ice	cream	
were	on	the	menu,	both	a	gift	from	Lourdes Milan.		
	 July 10-13th	-	S. Roberta attended	the	Southern	Ear-
ly	Childhood	Association	 board	meeting	 in	Little	Rock,	
Arkansas.
	 July 23rd	-	S. Mary David	and	S. Dianne	were	re-
membered	at	the	12th	annual	celebration	honoring	“Mary	
of	Magdala,	Apostle	to	the	Apostles”	and	all	women	reli-
gious,	at	St.	Augustine	Church	in	Gainesville,	Florida.		
	 July 25th	-	S. Eileen attended	an	all-day	meeting	with	
her	Saint	Leo	University	Assessment	and	Institutional	Re-
search	office	staff	at	SLU’s	Tampa	Center	at	Channelside.		
	 August 1-4th	 -	S. Mary Dorothy	 and	S.	Eileen	 at-
tended	the	convention	of	the	American	Benedictine	Acad-
emy	at	 the	College	of	St.	Scholastica	 in	Duluth,	Minne-
sota.
	 August 1st	-	A	group	of	five	students	and	two	adults	
came	 for	 an	overnight	visit	 at	 the	monastery	They	were	
participating	in	the	“Nun	Run,”	a	tour	of	various	Florida	
religious	communities	for	young	women	interested	in	reli-
gious	life.		
	 August 15th -	Sisters	attended	the	Saint	Leo	Univer-
sity	Community	Awards	Ceremony.	 	S. Miriam was	ac-
knowledged	for	her	50th	Jubilee.		Though	they	were	not	
able	to	attend,	Sisters Helen and Pauline	were	acknowl-
edged	for	their	80th	Jubilees	and	each	received	a	bouquet	
of	flowers	from	the	university.				
	 August 15-20th	-	S.	Eileen	attended	the	annual	meet-
ing	of	the	Federation	Council	of	Saint	Scholastica	in	Tul-
sa,	Oklahoma.	This	is	the	national	organization	of	which	
the	Benedictine	Sisters	of	Florida	are	members.
	 August 19th -	We	were	joyful	to	have	more	than	60	
new	 Saint	 Leo	 University	 freshmen	 join	 the	 Sisters	 for	
morning	Mass	in	the	Chapel.	The	next	day,	Ministry	staff	
members	Magda Robles, Father Stephan Brown,	 and	
the	SLU	peer	ministers	came	to	the	monastery	for	an	in-
formal	tour,	prayer	and	lunch.
		 August 26th	-	Saint	Leo	University	students	celebrat-
ed	their	first	Sunday	evening	Mass	of	the	2012-2013	aca-
demic	year	in	the	Chapel.	After	Mass,	 the	Sisters	hosted	
an	ice	cream	social	to	welcome	them.	With	the	sale	of	the	
monastery	building	to	the	university,	we	are	delighted	that	
the	students	will	have	Mass	in	the	Chapel	every	Sunday	at	
7	p.m.	when	the	university	is	in	session.	
	 August 30th	 -	 Sisters	 Mary	 Dorothy,	 Roberta,	 and	
Eileen	 attended	 the	 Mass	 of	 the	 Holy	 Spirit	 and	 Aca-
demic	Convocation	for	Saint	Leo	University	in	the	Abbey	
Church.		

 September 1st -	A	number	of	Sisters	and	volunteers	
attended	the	ordination	of	Father Felix Augustin, OSB	at	
Saint	Leo	Abbey	Church.
	 September 11th	-	S. Mary David	vigiled	on	the	side-
walk	in	front	of	the	monastery	on	the	11th	Anniversary	of	
9/11.	Our	“Pray	for	Peace”	sign	is	a	reminder	to	passers-by	
of	the	importance	of	prayer.
	 September 28th	–	Sister Helen’s	99th	Birthday	Cel-
ebration	was	 quite	 the	 event	with	 over	 26	 people	 in	 at-
tendance	bringing	love	and	other	gifts.	 	Her	“vim/vigor”	
inspires	everyone!			

	 September 29th	 -	S. Donna and	 volunteer	Barba-
ra	Molloy	 attended	 the	wedding	of	Sister’s	 	 grandniece	
Kaylla,	to	John Peloso	at	the	Ocala	Boat	Club.
	 October  28th 	 -	 The	 Sisters	 drove	 to	 Brooksville,	
Florida	 to	 tour	 a	 facility,	Westbridge,	 	 designed	 by	 the	
architectural	firm,	Klar	and	Klar.	The	firm	has	been	con-
tracted	to	design	our	new	monastery.	
	 October 10th	 -	Our	dear	and	supportive	 friend,	Fa-
ther Ed Lamp	of	Saint	Mark’s	parish	heard	confessions	
and	said	evening	Mass	 for	 the	Sisters.	We	always	enjoy	
having	Father	Ed	and	his	mother,	Annette,	 join	us	after	
Mass	for	supper.
	 October 11-14th	-	S.	Roberta	attended	the	Saint	Leo	
University	Board	of	Trustees’	retreat	in	Williamsburg,	Vir-
ginia.	
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Outreach
					DayStar	Hope	is	one	of	
our	most	important	minis-
tries.	Sister Jean	is	the	di-
rector	of	the	facility	which	
provides	 food,	 clothing	
and	 household	 items	 to	
those	 experiencing	 diffi-
culties	 in	 these	 challeng-
ing	 times.	There	 are	 even	
enticing	 toys	 for	 the	 little	
ones!	 The	 Sisters	 volun-
teer	 and	 help	 support	 the	
organization	which	means	
you	are	supporting	it	too.

Comings	and	Goings!
	 The	Benedictine	Sisters	are	happy	to	welcome	Sha-
ron Cole, a	 freshman	 at	 Saint	 Leo,	 to	 assist	 in	 the	 ad-
vancement	 office.	 	 Sharon	 was	 born	 in	 New	York	 and	

grew	up	in	Jamaica,	one	of	three	
children.	 She	 graduated	 high	
school	 as	 Salutatorian	 of	 her	
class	 taking	 honors	 placement	
courses	in	math	and	the	scienc-
es.		This	young	lady,”	says	Faith	
Pridmore,	Director	of	Advance-
ment,	 “has	 high	 expectations	
for	 herself,	 is	 very	 organized	
and	possesses	an	excellent	work	

ethic.”	Sharon	plans	to	go	to	medical	school	and	with	her	
personal	motto,	“A	winner	never	quits	and	a	quitter	never	
wins,”	we	have	every	confidence	she	will	be	successful.
 Milissa Cato is	 our	 new	 housekeeper	who	 has	 the	
monastery	clean	and	ready	every	day	for	guests	and	re-

treatants.	She	is	originally	from	
Jasper,	 Florida	 and	 moved	 to	
this	area	in	1992.		Milissa	is	the	
mother	of	two	girls,	Amber and 
Angelica and	is	raising	her	sis-
ter’s	two	children,	Alfreda and 
Aaron. 	 “I	 love	 working	 here	
for	 the	 Sisters,”	 says	 Milissa.		
With	 a	 big	 smile	 on	 her	 face,	
Milissa	 exclaims,	 “My	 work	
and	my	family	are	my	life!		I	am	

blessed.”
	 Milissa	replaces	Rachel Sommers	who	has	realized	
her	dream	of	pursuing	photography	beyond	a	hobby.		She	
has	taken	a	position	as	a	photographer	with	a	Tampa	com-
pany	and	we	wish	her	all	the	very	best.
	 We	also	pray	 that	Jane Martinson,	 one	of	our	ob-
lates,	continues	to	enjoy	her	new	job	and	new	apartment	
in	New	Port	Richey.		She	is	a	dear	friend	to	the	commu-
nity.	Jane	was	a	live-in	volunteer	and	we	miss	her	already.
	 We	thank	Cathy Sprigg	for	her	many	years	of	volun-
teer	service	cutting	and	perming	the	Sisters’	hair.		Cathy	
is	helping	care	for	her	grandchildren	who	have	recently	
moved	from	the	north.		

    Sister  Jean and Sister Mary Romana with their customers.

In Memorium
	+	Britney Barthle,	granddaughter	of	Stella	Barthle		
				‘50,	July	8,	2012
+	Tim Grieshop,	son	of	Ann	‘52	and	Louis	Grieshop,		
				July	19,	2012
+	Annie Burns,	former	healthcare	employee,	
				August	1,	2012
+	Robert “Robbie” Allen,	son	of	volunteer,	Cathy		
				Spriggs,	August	2,	2012
+	Theresa Blommel,	friend	of	the	Sisters,	
				August	7,	2012
+	Frankie Joe “FJ” Collura,	friend	of	the	Sisters,	
				August	10,	2012
+	Pat George,	a	volunteer	at	DayStar	for	S.	Jean,	
				September	6,	2012
+	Annie Brooks,	friend	of	the	Sisters,	
				September	16,	2012
+	Winnifred Taylor,	our	attorney,	Glen	Greenfelder’s				
				aunt,	October	5,	2012
+ Mary E. “Betty” Ullrich Lee	HNM	alum	‘40,	
			November	14,	2012.

Advent Blessings 
to you 

and your family!
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From the Vocation Office
	 It’s	a	magical	moment,	a	moment	of	grace,	when	we	see	hidden	goodness	
and	beauty	in	others,	in	circumstances	and	in	nature.	It’s	such	a	moment	when	
we	are	in	awe	at	how	things	work	out:	we	meet	the	one	we	need	to	talk	to;	we	
finish	a	project	just	in	time	to	be	free	to	take	a	phone	call...	It’s	a	moment	of	
grace,	especially	when	we	become	aware	of	God’s	love	and	presence	with	us.
	 There	are	such	moments	in	the	Vocation	Office.	Some	of	these	moments		
happen	during	vocation	programs:	the	three	girls	who	participated	in	our	June	
Middle	School	Share Life	Day;	the	two	women	who	attended	the	July	Come 
and See	Retreat;		and	the	five	who	came	to	the	October	session.	Surely	it	was	
a	moment	of	grace	for	five	participants	of	 the	August	Nun Run,	who	stayed	
overnight	to	share	in	prayer	and	discussion.		
	 Grace	often	takes	us	by	surprise.	It	was	a	moment	of	grace	when	last	year.	
Clara Inez,	our	newest	affiliate	heard	S. Mary David	speak	to	a	parish	group	
from	S.	Isacc	Jogues	on	retreat	at	St.	Leo	Abbey.	Clara	decided	after	hearing	
Sister’s	presentation	to	take	a	walk	over	to	Holy	Name	Monastery	for	a	visit.		
It	was	a	moment	of	grace	when	Clara	then	mentioned	to	a	couple	of	omen	from	
her	parish	about	the	retreat.	Both	women	recognized	it	as	a	call	from	God	to	
Come and See.
	 Maybe	you,	or	someone	you	know,	wants	to	explore	a	vocation.	The	fol-
lowing	are	some	moments	of	grace	waiting	for	you:
					Come/See Discernment Retreat -	November	30	to	December	2nd
					Time for Seekers	-	Any	or	all	days	between	Christmas	and	New	Years
Contact: S. Mary David, OSB at (352) 588-8320• Email	 at	 vocation@
saintleo.edu		•	See	our	new	website:www.benedictinesistersoffl.org>

Tribute Gifts
   July 1, 2012 to October 31, 2012

In Honor of -
Robert J. Allen 

Benedictine Sisters of Florida
Sister Roberta Bailey
Sister Pauline Block

Steve Fehn
William Fehn

Louis and Lo Gelig
Sister Mary Romana Gomez

Greiner Family
Betty Gruetzmacher
Sister Helen Lange

Sister Elaine Lippolis
Michael Manak

Sister Dianne Wansley

In Memory Of -
All Souls

Raymond Benzinger
Fremont and Evelyn Bollinger

Tim Brown
Lily Cabrera

Sister Mary Ann Carollo
Sam and Marjorie Corwin
Donald and Alicia DeLalla

Hal Gardner
Gelis Family
Ileta Lane

Marge Lange
Erwin Lange

Adele Lattimer
Sister Rosaria Matthiesen

James McCall
Coy McGovern

Sister Irma Multer
Erwin and Gary Schirrmacher

Francis Schwertner
Samuel Surratt

Catherine Trimble
Howard Wansley, Sr.

Gifts-in-Kind
Marion Crim

Ann and Bud Grieshop
Carl Harig

John and Virginia Peterson
Faith Pridmore

	Holy	Name	Academy	and	Saint	Leo	Prep	2012	Reunion
					The	weekend	of	November	2nd	through	the	4th	was	memorable	for	the	al-
ums	of	Holy	Name	Academy	and	Saint	Leo	Prep.		The	Classes	of	1948,	1952,	

1957	and	1962	were	well	represented	with	over	100	alums	
in	attendance.	A	highlight	included	the	Saturday	luncheon	
presentation	to	Mary “Betty” Beaumont (’49) Schrader 
of	the	2012	Florida	Benedictine	Spirit	Award.		
	 	 	 	 	 Presented	 by	Sister Roberta,	 the	 award	 is	 given	 to	
those	 individuals	who	demonstrate	 leadership	 in	 their	 re-
lationship	 to	one	or	all	 three	Benedictine	 institutions,	 the	
Benedictine	 Sisters	 of	 Florida,	 Holy	 Name	 Abbey	 and	

Saint	Leo	University.		Sister	Roberta	remarked	that“Betty	has	lived	the	Bene-
dictine	values	and	supported	the	Sisters	and	Saint	Anthony	School.	This	is	our	
opportunity	to	say	thank	you	for	all	she	quietly	has	done	and	still	does	for	the	
community.”	
					In	addition	to	Betty’s	recognition,	Father James Hogue	and	Father Da-

mian Duquesnay were	 presented	with	 beau-
tiful	portraits	of	themselves	commissioned	by	
Bud McKechnie	and	his	1952	Saint	Leo	Prep	
1952	Classmates.	Alum	and	artist,	Greg Gui-
teras	’54,	‘67,	spoke	of	his	love	of	these	two	
men	who	made	 such	 an	 indelible	 impression	
on	his	entire	life.		The	portraits	of	both	priests	
will	 reside	 in	 specially	 chosen	 spaces	 at	 the	
university.
					Father Damian
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Alum Profile – Marlene Storch Sumner ‘52
	 Each	of	us	is	unique	and	possess-
es	a	unique	life	experience.		We	also	
each	 have	 a	 special	way	 of	 express-
ing	 ourselves	 and	 those	 experiences.		
Marlene Sumner is	 a	 talented,	 car-
ing	individual	whose	life	is	expressed	
heartily	 through	 family	 and	 helping	
others.
	 When	 you	 enter	 the	 Sumner	
home,	 there	 is	 a	 calming	 effect	 that	
you	 soon	 learn	 is	 trademark	 Mar-
lene.	 	 Her	 abode	 is	 “partly”	 the	
home	 of	 her	 parents,	 Amelia and  
Ed Storch,	 where	Marlene	 grew-up	
with	her	brother	Donald	and	two	sis-
ters,	Grace Smith	and	JoAnn Toner.  
The	house	has	undergone	a	complete	
change	 since	 her	 childhood	 and	 one	
can	only	imagine	what	creativity	and	
vision	 it	 took	 to	bring	 	 about	 such	a	
lovely	 transformation.	 	 Entirely	 de-
signed	and	decorated	by	Marlene,	the	
house	is	large,	tasteful	and	warm.		The	
graceful	foyer	leads	to	rooms	that	de-
liver	 functionality	with	finesse.	 	Her	
favorite	place	to	be,	though,	is	outside	
working	in	the	garden.		You	get	some	
idea	of	its	beauty	in	the	photo	above.		
There	is	great	joy	in	her	voice	as	Mar-
lene	points	to	family	photos	through-
out	the	house	and	talks	about	the	love	
of	her	husband,	Bob,	and	the	blessing	
of	 their	 four	 children,	 Keith, Den-

nis, Donna	and	Lorraine	as	well	as	
twelve	grandchildren	and	nine	great-
grandchildren.
	 Marlene	 met	 Robert	 Sumner	
when	 she	 was	 in	 eleventh	 grade	 at	
Holy	Name	Academy.		He	had	been	in	
a	minor	car	accident	on	the	roadway	
right	in	front	of	the	school.		Marlene	
and	a	friend,	Nancy Edwards	ran	out	
of	the	classroom	to	the	street	to	ensure	
everyone	was	okay.	 	Later	she	asked	
Nancy,	“Who	was	that?”		It	was	only	
a	 few	 years	 later	 that	 she	 and	 Bob	
would	meet	again	and	after	attending	
Barry	University,	 she	 returned	 home	
and	they	married	one	year	later.		“Bob	
always	worked	hard	and	still	managed	
even	 through	 law	 school	 at	 Stetson	
and	 the	 set-up	of	his	 law	practice	 to	
make	family	 the	priority,”	says	Mar-
lene.		One	of	their	proudest	moments	
was	 when	 their	 daughter,	 Donna,	
joined	 the	 practice	 upon	 graduating	
law	school.		“Though	I	lost	Bob	much	
too	soon,	I	could	not	be	more	grateful	
to	God	 for	 the	marriage	we	shared,”	
reflects	Marlene.	
	 Marlene	 and	 Bob’s	 reputation	
throughout	 the	 community	 is	 as	 a	
powerful	team	making	a	great	impact
on	whatever	they	tackled.		She	contin-
ues	to	reach	out,	most	especially	at	St.	
Anthony	School	where	their	children	
and	 some	 of	 the	 grandchildren	 at-
tended…and	now	a	great-	grandchild	
attends.		Marlene	helps	create	special	
moments	 and	 opportunities	 for	 chil-
dren	 to	 be	 inspired.	 	 Sister	 Roberta,	
founder	 of	 Holy	 Name	 Montessori	
School,	 recalls	 that	 Marlene	 was	 so	
impressed	by	the	progress	her	daugh-
ter	 Lorraine	was	making	 in	 the	 new	
preschool	program	in	St.	Leo	that	she	
encouraged	 several	 of	 her	 neighbors	
to	enroll	 their	 children.	 	Many	years	
later,	 Marlene	 and	 Bob	 had	 grand-
children	in	St.	Anthony	School	while	
Sister	 Roberta	 was	 principal.	 	 Mar-
lene	 became	 the	 school’s	 champion	

gardener	and	worked	diligently	to	in-
sure	the	survival	of	the	school	through	
building	 projects	 and	 support	 to	 the	
annual	Celebrity	Waiter	Dinner.
	 In	many	ways,	Marlene	has	lived	
a	 charmed	 life,	 but	 she	has	 also	had	
great	heart-ache.		Her	daughter,	Don-
na,	 died	 tragically	 in	 a	 car	 accident	
in	her	 early	30’s	 leaving	behind	 two	
young	 girls.	 	 Her	 son,	 Dennis,	 suf-
fered	a	debilitating	stroke	three	years	
ago	at	52	years	of	age	and	resides	in	
a	nursing	home.	In	talking	about	how	
she	got	 through	those	experiences	as	
well	as	Bob’s	passing	two	years	ago,		
Marlene	 believes	 such	 experiences	
would	have	been	unthinkable	without	
the	love	of	family	and	her	faith.		“The	
nuns	 at	Holy	Name	made	me	 stron-
ger	 in	my	faith	during	my	formative	
years.	 	I	understood	just	by	virtue	of	
how	 they	 dedicated	 their	 lives	 to	 us	
–	 all	 of	 us	 -	 that	 this	was	 how	God	
wanted	us	as	Christians	to	live.”		The	
memories	Marlene	has	about	her	edu-
cation	at	Holy	Name	are	good	and	the	
reason	she	supports	the	Sisters	to	this	
day.		“I	felt	cared	for	growing-up	un-
der	 their	 guidance	 and	 feel	we	 need	
to	be	sure	the	Sisters	are	taken	care	of	
now	and	in	the	future.		Yes,	God	has	
been	good	to	me.”

Guests are welcome to join the Sis-
ters during Adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament on the First Friday of each 
month.  Adoration begins at 6:30 p.m. 
and closes with Evening Prayer at 7:30 
p.m.  A social with light refreshments 
(provided by a donor) follows.
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12 – The Benedictine Tide 

CORPORATE COMMITMENT
In an effort to address contemporary lo-
cal needs, we, the Benedictine Sisters of 
Florida, commit ourselves and our resources 
to respond with the compassion of Christ to 
the physical, spiritual, social and emotional 
hungers of the People of God.

Oblate Program
	 Our	new	year	of	study	for	the	Oblate	Program	has	
begun	with	a	focus	on	Hildegard of Bingen.	She	was	
named	a	Doctor	of	 the	Church	this	past	October	7th	–	
a	moment	of	grace	for	the	Catholic	Church.	Hildegard,	
a	Benedictine	Abbess,	 lived	over	900	years	ago	and	is	
only	the	fourth	woman	to	be	honored	as	a	Doctor	of	the	
Church.
	 A	record	number	of	attendees	came	to	our	Septem-
ber	meeting	including	eight	new	people!
	 Any	 Christian	 woman	 or	 man	 is	 welcome	 to	 at-
tend	our	gatherings.		We	meet	on	the	4th	Sundays	of	the	
month	for	a	program	that	includes	Mass/Liturgy	of	the	
Hours,	dinner	and	instruction.

	 •	Meeting Dates for 2013 are: November 25,
    January 27, March 24, and May 26.
	 •	The Oblate Retreat is May 24 – 26	entitled	
										“Visiting	with	Hildegard.”

	 Please	join	us	and	RSVP	by	the	Wednesday	before	
each	meeting.

Contact: S. Mary David Hydro, OSB 
 (352)  588 -8320 or email  her 

at mary.david.hydro@saintleo.edu 
www.benedictinesistersoffl.org>

Upcoming	Events	Calendar
 December 4
		Advent	Penance	Service	
December 5
		Bishop	Lynch	to	Celebrate							
		Liturgy		 	 	
December 8
		Pre-Christmas	Luncheon	Sponsored	
		by	women	from	St.	Mark	Parish
December 24		 
		Christmas	Choir	for	Mass	at	Saddlebrook	 	
December 26 – 28	 			
		St.	Ignatius	Youth	Group	Retreat	 	 				 
December 26 – January 1	 		
		Time	for	Seekers	 	 	 	

Please remember us when making 
or revising your will.

Our official name is: Benedictine Sisters of Florida.

Our federal ID # is 59-0737887.


