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Giving Is in Our DNA

Philanthropy and volunteerism are extraordinary aspects of our history in the United States and represent
uniquely American traditions. Before the American Revolution it was all about necessity. Philanthropy was the only
answer to the service needs of those early communities.
Historian Henry Steele Commager has said that “Americans managed without energetic government for so long a
time that they came to prefer voluntary public enterprise.”
In early rural America if a farmer lost his barn to fire, flood
or storm, the entire community responded immediately to
“barn raise.” It mattered little if the farmer was of a different faith, from a different homeland or a stranger. As
Commager notes, “if a community wanted a college, they
built one – and they kept on doing that into the 20th century. If they needed a hospital, they raised money for it; if
they lacked books, they got together and collected them.”

•

Homes for the needy built by volunteers through 		
Habitat for Humanity.
According to Giving USA, the total giving in 2011
was up four percent to $298.42 billion. This remarkable outpouring of generosity speaks volumes about who
we are as a people. When we share our time, talent and
resources, the life we most change is our own. As Saint
Francis tells us, “it is in giving that we receive.”
The philanthropic spirit of our donors is very much
alive as you exercise your power to impact the world with
every life we touch together. Your caring changes lives and
we pray that the life most changed is yours. We dedicate
this Tide publication to all of you.

Some of you have told us
why you give…

I thank you all for the love and help you’ve given with
your simple, prayerful touch. - Paul Kelly
Any work caring for others is pivotal in our decision to
give. Caring is a beautiful thing and was THE message of Jesus. - Jeanie Vogel
I always appreciated the education the Sisters provided.
- Patricia McDuffie, M.D. ‘33

Think of our communities today without nonprofit organizations and the generous donors like you who make
them possible:
• Libraries across the nation built with Dale Carnegie’s
vision.
• Hospitals where no one in need of care is turned away.
• Cancer wellness centers that provide cancer patients
uplifting services at no cost.
• Universities and the scholarship funds that open door
for the less fortunate.
• Art museums with private art collections donated for
all to enjoy.

The Sisters worked so hard at educating the students
and never said no to any request I made of them.
- Monsignor George Cummings
I love the Sisters and want them to have what they
need to carry out their ministries. - Kathy DiSanto
The Sisters have given so much over the years...their
praying for our intentions, their teaching our children
and their gratefully performing so many other kind
acts.We should remember that, even though the Sisters
take a vow of poverty, they still have those ‘daily bills
of life’ like the rest of us. - Lynn Powers

From the Prioress’ Journal
“It is more blessed to give than to receive.” Did you
hear that expression when you were growing up? And
what about, “You can divide the cookie to share with your
sister, but she chooses the first piece.” We learn early in
life the lessons of sharing when prompted to offer a treat
to sibling, toys to playmates in the sand box, turns on
swings on the playground, crayons in day care and pennies in the church collection basket. Sometimes the lessons obviously “stick” as is manifested in acts of generosity throughout one’s life. Other times peer pressure and a
sense of responsibility to family and a downturn to life’s
circumstances cause a person to stray from an attitude of
giving. But the “apples do not fall far from the tree” and
when circumstances are reversed, persons look for what
they consider “worthy causes” to fund with their money or
service.
During this liturgical time of year the Gospel stories
are vivid messages in generosity. One in particular, told in
all four gospels, exemplifies the expression, “A little child
shall lead them.” Prompted by a little boy’s spontaneous
sharing of his packed lunch, Jesus feeds 5000 people (not
counting women and children) with a seemingly unending supply of bread and fish. Everyone is satisfied and
there are even leftovers for another day. As happens often, a young child’s generosity must have put the crowd to
shame. They quickly turned to share with their neighbors
on the hillside the snacks they’d tucked in their pockets
and knapsacks.
We have all been inspired by someone who acted
like the widow in the Gospel who gave her last penny.
Growing up I frequently witnessed my parents inviting
an unexpected guest to join us for a meal. Was FHB a
signal in your family – “Family Hold Back” in order to

let the guests serve themselves
first? Then you know how your
tongue was hanging out for a bigger slice of cake. You learned to
take satisfaction in your family’s
“feeding the hungry.”
My life at Holy Name is directly related to the fact that our
local parish Women’s Club fund- S. Roberta Bailey, O.S.B.
ed my high school years at our
former boarding school. Their looking out for me was the
seed of a Benedictine vocation and beginning of 50-year
ministry of teaching or administration in Catholic schools,
public schools, day care, colleges and religious education
programs.
We just never know, do we, where the ripples of our
tiny stone tossed into the waters of someone else’s life will
lead? Gifts from our Oblates, students from our Academy and the various schools where our Sisters ministered,
along with readers of the TIDE, local townspeople and
people who hear about us from a friend of ours, donations
from even virtual strangers have been a continual source of
fiscal and prayerful support throughout our community’s
123-year history. Sometimes the gifts come as “payback”
in gratitude to the Sisters who taught the donor or their
children. Sometimes it is “pay forward” in the form of annuities, behests, stocks, and other forms of planned giving.
Sometimes an anonymous gift quietly arrives to support
our retired Sisters or our Sisters in formation; our members’ education or professional travel or it may be tagged
“where there is greatest need.” ALWAYS we are grateful
for our donors’ generosity and remember them in our daily
prayer.

New Look Announcement

Annual Luncheon with The ANGELS

The Benedictine Sisters of Florida are proud to announce
the new design of The Benedictine Tide newsletter and our
web-site. We want to continue to be a vital resource on whom
others can depend. Providing professional communications
and messages of hope that engage and inspire is part of our
ministry. Since our early beginnings almost 125 years ago,
thousands of people have participated in our educational, spiritual, psychological and healthcare outreach. Touching lives
in prayer and service is and always has been the ordinary
part of our lives as consecrated women.
Our oblates, friends, benefactors and families are true believers in how we dedicate our lives. We hope that you will
embrace and celebrate our new motif too! Visit our new website at www.floridabenedictines.com. We would love to get
your feedback on the web-site as well as newsletter.
The new web-site will launch in late September!
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The first annual Luncheon with the Angels will honor
Angels who have remembered the Benedictine Sisters of
Florida in their will. For many of these individuals, the
funds they have provided represent part or all of their life’s
work. Their legacy is a profound commitment to their love
of God and faith in us.
The 2012 luncheon will be our very first opportunity to
publicly thank our Angels and their families. If you have
made a planned gift to the Sisters or would like to learn
more about how to do so, we would love to have you attend the luncheon on Thursday, November 8, 2012 at
Holy Name Monastery from 12 to 1:30 pm.
Call Faith Pridmore at (352) 588-8443 or email her at
hnmdevelopment@saintleo.edu. Invitations will be mailed
in early October.

We Don’t Always Know the Difference We Make
A Phone Call The greatest challenge when helping others is not always finding the means to help someone in need of assistance. Sometimes it is far more difficult to convince them
to accept the help that is offered.
As a cagey twelve-year old, I knew the family rule about
money…it was to be spent only on that which was necessary. So when I decided that I wanted to go to Girl Scout
summer camp (real camp, two weeks away from home), I
knew that finding forty dollars was up to me. Earning the
money from babysitting at the rate of fifty cents a hour was
going to take a lot of hours, but I thought I could manage it.
During that fall and winter every cent was saved and soon
my goal was in sight!
But that spring, my hopes were shattered upon learning
that the camp fee had gone from $40 to $55. My disappointment was confided to my Scout leader, a good woman who suggested an application for something called a
“Campership.”
I was not prepared for Mom’s response to my good
news. Many years later she confided to me that her worst
childhood memory was being paraded out of her Catholic
School classroom in front of everyone to the cafeteria for
graham crackers and milk. Mom never expressed gratitude
for the food that the Sisters provided…she only remembered the shame felt at being stigmatized as poor in front
of her friends. Her children would never suffer such humiliation because we were not poor!
At the next Scout meeting, I was unable to hold back
tears when explaining to my Scout Leader my mother’s
position. What happened next was something I will never
forget.
That good lady made a phone call to my mother and
somehow convinced her that it was not a disgrace on the
family to accept the assistance. Requesting only half a
campership seemed acceptable. That summer camp was
one of the best experiences I had growing up.
I do not know exactly what the Scout Leader said or
how she talked my mother into accepting help. To this day,
I wonder if Mrs. Green ever knew what a difference she
made in my life. - Sister Eileen

the position. The sermons he gave were always inspirational because he could paint such vivid pictures with
words.
I was in charge of the youth of the Church, though I
didn’t think of myself as a Youth Minister. During a dinner
with Dr. Smith, he announced that the church was fortunate to have a Volunteer Youth Director. It took a moment
for me to realize he was referring to my leadership. Dr.
Smith’s acknowledgment and confidence in me was a gift
that made me realize I could serve my church in a significant way. – Sister Dianne
								
Students, Friends and Colleagues It is one of life’s unique circumstances that students of
a teacher, one day become that teacher’s dear friends and
colleagues. There are several students in my life who, because of whom they are, have enhanced and enriched my
life. Guy Moore and Tom Goldsworthy are two students
whom I taught in sixth grade at Saint Martha’s in Sarasota.
Both these fine gentlemen have loving marriages, families
and highly successful businesses.
Guy continually puts a smile on
my face as seen in this photo of me
surrounded by Teddy Bears he sent
for use as Bingo prizes at Heritage
House. Guy recently made sure
I was able to attend his June Cardinal Mooney High School 50th
Reunion in Sarasota. What a joy
to see so many of my 6th grade
students. Unfortunately, Tom was
not able to make the reunion, but
I’m so proud that he has recently
become a Deacon in his parish.
Lifetime friends and former students, Dr. Dewey
Kramer, Alice DeSchryver and Jeanette Reilly bring
meaning to my life through their visits, prayers and the
outings we share. Jeanette is a Holy Name Academy
graduate and both she and Alice are former Community
members who decided on careers in teaching. Long after
my retirement from the educational arena, they sought my
counsel and shared their teaching experiences. It was obviConfidence ous they were both influential and caring. Dewey was my
Dr. Elton Smith was an English Professor at the Uni- student for just a very short time, but our conversations
versity of South Florida as well as a Southern Baptist min- during her 8th grade in Jacksonville revolved around Saint
ister. While a student at the university, I was privileged to Benedict and his influence on the world. Those talks were
have him as a professor in a few scripture classes.
the beginning of a life she now leads as an expert consulAround that time my home church was without a pas- tant on Benedictine philosophy. Dewey and her husband,
tor so I suggested to my father, a Deacon, that Dr. Smith Victor speak professionally and present retreats across the
would make an excellent interim pastor. My father fol- country. A highlight for me was when Dewey gave an
lowed through on the suggestion and Dr. Smith accepted
		
Continued on page 4
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Sisters Helen and Pauline: 80 Years of Inspiration!
The Benedictine Sisters of Florida
have been blessed for over eighty
years with the love, wisdom and service of Sister Pauline Block and Sister Helen Lange…yes 80 years! The
Community celebrated the Sisters’
80th Anniversary of Vows on April
19th with Evening Praise and a festive dinner. The event was made all
the more special with the presence of
relatives who traveled from afar to
participate. Guests included Sister
Pauline’s sister, Gladys Gray from
California and her “baby” brother,
Jimmy Block with his wife, Frances
who came from Texas. Sister Helen’s
brother, Arnold Lange and his wife
Ernestine also came from Texas.
The Sisters were all smiles as they
visited, listened to and told stories
about their childhoods and life in Texas “in the good old days.”

Tribute Gifts

(April 1, 2012 through June 30, 2012)
Tribute Gifts IN HONOR OF:
Sister Jean Abbott
Benedictine Sisters of Florida
Sister Pauline Block
Sister Mary Romana Gomez
Sister Mary David Hydro
Sister Helen Lange
Mr. and Mrs. James Sparks
Tribute Gifts IN MEMORY OF:
Ana Arno
Benedictine Sisters of Florida
Fremont and Evelyn Bollinger
William Fehn
Theresa Forsyth
Nora Grove
Betty Gruetzmacher
Elo and Magdaline Hoelscher
Jesus
Milos Karan
Sister Rosanna Matthiesen
August Perrone
Mae E. Rogers
Nick Russo
Natalia V. Ramos
John Shafchuk, Sr.
Jeanette Vigeant
Father Paul Rompf
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Sister Helen’s family (left) and Sister Pauline’s family (right) visited to celebrate their 80th Anniversary of Vows on April 19th.

We Don’t Always Know the Difference We Make
Continued from page 3

enlightening retreat for our Community on Benedictine saints. It was nice to sit
back and be the pupil of a former student and now a friend.
Each of these dear friends gives of their time, talent and resources in so
many ways and each is a treasure to me.
		
– Sister Helen
Acceptance There are not many gifts in life that we yearn for and need more than the
simple gift of acceptance. My early experience as a novice at Holy Name was
closely tied to that of Sister Mary David. She has become a dear friend through
the years, but it wasn’t always so!
Sister Mary David was a year behind me – a “lowly” postulant. But she
possessed a serenity which I was totally lacking. Our journeys would prove to
be very different. I was outspoken, determined, a letter of the law type of person. We engaged in energized conversations in those early days and there were
instances when Sister Mary David, out of frustration with me, would stand up
and just walk out of the room.
Both our callings were to serve God, but it would take many years for my
conversion – the process by which we surrender to a new life in Christ. Sister
Mary David played a pivotal role in my process of conversion because she
always accepted me for who I was. To this day, her patience, gentleness and
spirituality have a calming effect on everyone with whom she comes in contact.
For my 25th Jubilee, I asked Sister if she would be my presenter. She endeared me to her even more describing me in those early years as “a diamond in
the rough.” I continue to be grateful for her acceptance and lifetime influence.
– Sister Donna
				

In Memoriam

Please remember our dear friends and their families in your prayers.

+ Leona Pike Baynes, HNA Alum Class of 1948, May 3, 2012
+ Agnes McCarthy Croft, HNA Alum Class of 1953, June 20 , 2012
+ Tim Grishop, son of Louis and Ann Bozemann (’52) Grishop , June 19, 2012
+ Spc. Robert Joseph “Robbie” Allen, son of Robert Allen, and Kathy and
James Sprigg, August 2, 2012
+ Theresa Scharber Blommel, (95) mother of John and mother-in-law of Linda
Blommel, August 7, 2012

Excerpts from The Benedictine Sisters of Florida: Memories of the First Hundred Years
CHAPTER FIVE, PART 1: MISSIONARIES TO THE PARISH SCHOOLS

Holy Name Convent was founded to provide school
teachers for the Catholic colony of San Antonio. For the
first forty years or so the work of the sisters was teaching
in the several schools
established in this area: Holy Name Academy, St. Anthony
School, St. Joseph School, and beginning after World War
I, St. Benedict’s Prep School for Boys. This latter was a
boarding school for boys K-6 opened and maintained by
the Sisters in a building across the street from the Convent.
The boys attended classes at St. Anthony but lived at St.
Benedict’s or, as it was called,The Boys’ House.
All the members of the community lived at Holy
Name and taught in one of the local schools until the early
1930’s. The number of community members was increasing and so were the requests for sisters to teach in parishes outside of Florida. Some of these invitations were
accepted and sisters from Holy Name traveled to missions,
as these parishes were called, in Olfen, Texas (1932), New
Orleans, Louisiana and Ocala, Florida (1933), Bougaloosa
(1939) and Slidell, Louisiana.
For about twenty years during the 1930s and 40s, sisters traveled to missions and lived and taught in parishes in
Louisiana, Texas and Ocala. The Texas mission was shortlived perhaps due to distance; the Ocala mission is still
active. Sisters now provide pastoral ministry services and
the school is maintained by a lay principal and staff who
gradually accepted the responsibility from the sisters during the 1970’s.
Bishop Joseph Hurley of the Diocese of St. Augustine, which was the entire state of Florida, requested that
the sisters of Holy Name return to Florida to teach in the
schools in the parishes growing up here. So in the 1950s
and 60s, the sisters opened missions in the parish schools
in Jacksonville Beach, Sarasota, North Miami, and Venice,
Santa Fe High School in Lakeland, a diocesan school, was
also a mission of the Benedictine Sisters for a time. These
were in addition to the Academy and the local schools “at
home.” Though the community experienced rapid growth
at this time, growing to as many as sixty-five members in
the early 60s, the sisters withdrew from parishes outside of
Florida.
Mission life was, from the beginning, an adventure in

Class of “hundreds” or so it seemed …

community living and religious fidelity. Sister Caroline
was sent to Texas in 1932 after twelve years of living at
Holy Name and teaching in the Academy. She recalls “I
was a neophyte in this business of going out. However,
Olfen was a nice, secluded, quiet, rural area, where there
were not too many demands made on us in any way but
in the classroom. We taught in the public school, and that
was a new experience for me, because I was always so
carefully shielded here in the private academy situation,
where I had taught everything, mainly in the high school
before I left.” Assignments to the missions were made annually and the sisters knew they could be transferred at
any time as the superior might think best to meet needs.
After one year in Olfen, Sister Caroline received a letter
re-assigning her to New Orleans where a new mission was
being accepted. Sister’s reaction to the transfer reflected
some of that pioneer spirit of moving on into the unknown
in the power of obedience. She says now, “Mother Rosemarie invited me to open a house in New Orleans. That,
of course, was another very new experience, and being of
an adventuresome nature, something like that naturally appealed to me. Not without trepidation, of course, mainly
because of my youth and inexperience.”
New experiences were not always what the sisters
were ready for, nor what they had in prayer embraced as
obedience. When the sisters arrived in New Orleans they
were to take over a convent and school from which another community of sisters was withdrawing. However the
timing of the transfer was a bit “off” and the Benedictines
arrived to find that the house was not ready for them. They
found shelter with the Ursuline Sisters and “more or less
rested there and waited for Mother Rosemarie to join them
and take them to St. Theresa’s parish where they were to
teach, as Sister Caroline recalls. There were three sisters
in this initial group, but when it was discovered that there
were three hundred pupils it became obvious that help was
needed. So one more sister was assigned. Four sisters to
teach three hundred children, or a teacher pupil ratio of
75:1 was considered about right at the time! Of course, in
later years in some of the Florida schools this record was
beaten. Sister Juliana boasts of the largest class on record as her sixth grade class of eighty-eight at Holy Family in North Miami; this has been challenged by a record
100 plus first graders in a class at St. Martha’s in Sarasota.
However the challenge failed because the class was divided before too long whereas the eighty-eight more or less
continued on with Sister Juliana for the entire term. Sisters
teaching at St. Anthony in the 1970’s with 18-25 students
per class was considered by some veterans to be “vacationing” even though they might have had two grades in a
classroom.
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News Briefs

March 3 to 4 - The monastery hosted a retreat with
twelve girls from Saint Leo University. The topic was
“Listening with the Ear of the Heart” and culminated on
Sunday with participation in the Walk for Life in Zephyrhills.
March 10 - Fourteen men of the Knights of Columbus
of St. Michael’s Parish in Hudson, Florida came for a day
of reflection with Sister Mary David.
March 13 - Sister Mary David gave a day of reflection entitled “Companions on the Journey” for members
of the Conference of Catholic Women from Spring Hill,
Florida.
March 19 - A group of Sisters were guests for Mass
and lunch at Sacred Heart Parish in St. Joseph, Florida in
honor of Saint Joseph. Parishioners Frank Gude, Bud
Grieshop, and Jimmy Gant spoke about the Sisters’ commitment to their parish through the years.
March 24 - The Ladies of the Knights of Columbus
group of Saint Mark Parish in New Tampa have been
connecting with the Sisters by lunching out and shopping.
Sisters Dianne and Elizabeth were the guests of Kathleen McDermott and Eileen Flanery and Sister Mildred
enjoyed an outing at Limoges in Dade City courtesy of
Diane Crowley.
March 25 - Twenty-four oblates attended Oblate Sunday and all warmly welcomed new oblate candidates,
Marty Copenhaven and Patricia Clower.
March 27 - The monastery hosted a day visit for a
group of 17 women from the Women’s Guild at St. Michael’s Parish in Hudson, Florida.
April 16 - Sister Judith Heble OSB, CIB Moderator,
gave an interesting and comprehensive
presentation of the history of the Communio Internationalis Bendictinarum
(CIB) to a group of Sisters and volunteers. “It was fascinating,” says volunteer Barbara Molloy, “to learn of how
these nuns and sisters from around the
world have come together enriching one
S. Judith
another by their cultures and experiences
to form a common charism.”
April 18 - The Sisters were guests for supper and a
presentation by Dr. Arthur Kirk, President of Saint Leo
University and Chief Financial Officer,
Frank Mezzanini on the future construction and expansion plans. The university continues to grow and serve our
Benedictine tradition.
April 20 to 23 - Sister Margaret
Mary, a paralegal who works for a firm
S. Margaret
specializing in child custody and abuse
Mary
cases, attended the annual Florida As-
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sociation of Legal Support Specialists
(FALSS) conference. 		
April 27 to 29 - Sister Roberta attended the Saint Leo University Board
meetings and the SLU Center for Online Learning Commencement where
she gave the invocation. The comS. Atanasia
mencement ceremonies included Sister proudly handing Sister Atanasia
Lwila, OSB her diploma. Sister Winfrida and Sister Atanasia hosted a festive luncheon after the graduation with
wonderful African specialities. Many of the African religious and priests in the diocese attended.
May 4 - The annual Employee Appreciation Luncheon
took place in the Community Dining Room on May 4,
2012. Towering over
the Sisters is John Lee
Barthle who was recognized for seven years
of service. His uncle,
John Barthle, was recognized for 35 years of
outstanding service! We
S. Mary Romana, John,
are blessed with our emS. Roberta
ployees.
May 13 - The May
Birthday/Feastday Party and Evening Praise were held
in the Heritage Park Nursing Home Dining Room where
Sisters Nilla, Helen and Pauline reside. Pizza, courtesy
of community friend Lourdes Milan and Asian Indian
desserts, courtesy of Sister Elizabeth were on the menu.
To celebrate Mother’s Day, Sisters shared recollections of
their mothers and other mother figures in their life.
May 18 to 20 - Sisters Mary David, Mary Clare and
Dianne spent the weekend relaxing in Daytona Beach,
Florida thanks to the generousity of Barbara Sinnott.
May 22 - Sister Donna’s VPK (pre-kindergarten)
class of the “Dragonflies and Fairytales Christian Learning
Center” graduated from Sacred Heart Parish in St. Joseph,
Florida.
May 31 to June 30 - S. Elizabeth attended a onemonth workshop on the Benedictine Rule at the monastery of the Missionary Benedictine Sisters in Norfolk,
Nebraska given by Sister Aquinata Böckmann, OSB.
The workshop is part of the education Sister Elizabeth is
receiving in preparation of her final vows.
June 7 to 12 - The Community’s Annual Retreat took
place at the monastery. Father Ed Lamp, of St. Mark’s
Parish in New Tampa and a former member of Saint Leo
Abbey, was the retreat director.
June 16 - The monastery received a surprise visit from
Dr. Carol Stanton, a classmate of Sister Donna when they
were in the novitiate.

Thank You for Caring
The Good
Works Annual
100%+!
Appeal was a
success! You
helped us reach
75%
our goal and then
some. We are
grateful to ev50%
ery one of you.
A special thank
you to those
25%
who stretched
your gifts and
two donors,
Leo Neuhofer
and Elizabeth
Hippe, who remembered us in their wills. Our goal
was $200,000 and because of your
generosity, $246,729 was contributed. On behalf of the Benedictine
Sisters of Florida and those we serve,
God bless you. It could not happen
without your support and willingness
to make a difference in this world.
The following represent gifts to
our mission for Fiscal Year July 1,
2011 through June 30, 2012. Our
Giving Circles represent Benedictine
values.

Community Circle

Gifts of $10,000 and above

We seek God in a balanced life of
prayer and work, community and solitude and an integration of contemplative living and active ministry where
all are called to participate.
Elizabeth Hippe+
Huizenga Family Foundation
Wayne and Marti Huizenga
Plastic Process Equipment Ed and Frances Kuchar

Stewardship Circle
Gifts of $5,000 to $9,999

We commit our resources for good
works, education and hospitality. We
are compelled to cherish, nurture and
preserve all that is touched by the Creator’s hand.

Anonymous
Ferman Auto Company
John J. Gillis
Joseph and Rose Herrmann
Charitable Foundation
Robert and Jean LeGrand
Allan and Marilyn Powers

Commitment Circle
Gifts of $2,500 to $4,999

We are called to listen prayerfully and
respond with the compassion of Christ to
the physical, spiritual, intellectual, social
and emotional hungers of the people of
God.
Msgr. George Cummings
Kathleen DiSanto
Drs. Victor and Dewey Kramer
Edward and Frances Kuchar
Anthony Olivito
Saint Leo University
Jack and Jeanie Vogel

Balance Circle

Gifts of $1,000 to $2,499

We are steadfast in living a life of prayer
and service nourished by God’s word,
Liturgy of the Hours, Lectio Divina (holy
reading) and personal prayer.
Anonymous
Patricia Becker
Raymond+ and Patricia Becker
William and Fayetta Brown
Warren and Bernadette Broz
Carolyn Bundy
Jean M. Callahan
Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. Carr
Dean J. Cherre
Louise Clift ‘32
Cay Corwin ‘59
Raymond and Leona Erazmus
Robert and Vickoria Fierro
Felicita Finney
Dr. Michael J. Foley
Thomas and Sandy Goldsworthy
Golf Tournament Attendees
Glen and Gail Greenfelder
Anna McDonald Heath
Joseph and Cecelia (‘63) Herrmann
Kym Hoerr
David Larson
John and Antoinina Leonard
Dr. Robert and Jean LeGrand
Matthiesen Family Heritage Assn.
Wanda Maximilien
R. A. Milliman

Barbara Molloy
Timothy Muscaro
Christopher and Gina Neuhofer
Leo Neuhofer+
Thomas and Elizabeth Prather
Marshall and Faith Pridmore
Patrick and Jeanette (‘58) Reilly
Theresa E. Smith
Rick and CJ Taylor
Howard and Betty Trumm
St. Joan Arc Council of Catholic Women
Elke Zang

Hospitality Circle
Gifts of $500 to $999

We place ourselves in service to the
larger community. We discern the presence of the Creator in all creatures as we
see Christ in our Sisters, our guests, the
stranger and the poor. Our prayer is that
all experience God’s grace and peace.
Anonymous
Steve and Marsha Arvedson
Francis and Jeanne Bauer
Jody L. Bollinger
Sebastian, Cassandra and Anthony
Cabrera
Dr. William and Kathryn (‘60) Calvert
Gary and Connie Caudill
Endre Balazs and Janet Denlinger
Alice Deschryver
Robert and Margaret DiMuzio
Ruth (‘60) and Dorothy Dubuisson
Paul H. Dumke
John Dunbar
William and Lois Gregg
Louis and Ann (‘52) Grieshop
AASYS Group - Tony Coleman
Betty R. Gruetzmacher+
Omer and Bernice Halfmann
Diane P. Heiler
Holy Name Oblates
Karen Humphreys
Virginia M. Judge
Dr. Arthur and Beverly Kirk
Cheryl Lange
Lyndon and Jeanne Lange
Lee Delaney Love
Frances Martin ‘60
Miguel and Caridad Miyar
Msgr. Frank Mouch
Don and Mary Munday
Frank Neuhofer
Maureen Raub and Barbara Gilboy
Continued
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Gary and Loretta Reid
John and Lynn Roth
Donald and Beverly Roy
Anne Louise Smith
Margaret W. Stringer
Joseph B. Vogel

Peace Circle

Gifts of $250 to $499

We strive for peace through our commitment to pursue justice for all.
Anonymous
Barbara Alexander
Barbara Briggs
Carolyn Bundy
Joseph and Rose Caruso
Timothy F. Casey
Patioworks, Inc.
Benjamin and Vivian Donatelli
Maribeth Durst
Rattlesnake & Gopher Enthusiasts
William and Helen Fehn
Benedictine Health Foundation
Jerry and Lorene Franke
Beatriz F. Galvis
Suzanne R. Gellens
Mary G. P. Giella
Annie Lee Gomez
Dwaine and Patricia Gullett
Warner and Linda Huntington
John J. Imparato
Jim and Glordine Johnson
Diana G. Jordan
Jeff and Maureen Kaupke
Larry and Monica Keyes
Frank and Monica Kiley
John H. Klass
Arnold and Ernestine Lange
Robert and Williamina Luckenbach
Lynch, Gregg & Lynch P.A.
Thomas Malouf
Jane E. Martinson
Leanne M. Milian
Carol Murren
Diana Romey NesSmith ‘57
Paul J. Neuhofer
Carol A. Newell
Farina Orthodontics
Mark and Connie Powell
Patricia N. Powers ‘53
D. Q.
Margaret Ricou Randall ‘49
Peter Richter
Larry and Donna Ripley
Thomas and Mary (‘49) Schrader
Barry and Margaret Shaw
Philip and Cynthia Signore
Bernd, Holly and Sophia Sokolowski
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Marlene Sumner ‘53
Eugene and Donna Ullrich
Clara Wansley
Fred and Barbara (‘49) Weber
Mary Alice Wheeler
Gordon and Libia Winslow

Friends Circle

Gifts of $50 to $249

We form bonds of mutual love and
respect as we embrace the importance of
the person and the relationship of persons
living together “that in all things God may
be glorified.”
Anonymous
William Adair
Mark and Therese Adams
Kenneth Amow
Alva M. Anderson
Tyson and Kelly Anderson
Rosemary E. Armstrong
Michael and Joan Arno
Ronald and Jacqueline Arrowsmith
Jack and Marian (‘62) Austin
Mary Ellen Backlinie ‘39
Barbara Backus
Bernard E. Bak
Kaye H. Baker
Susan E. Barreto
Stella Barthle ‘50
Susan C. Beaven
Roger and Carol Becht
Art and Jean Becotte
Martha Newman Bennett
Janice Marie Bergman
Randin and Greta Bernosky
Linda L. Bishop
Andrew Block
John and Linda (‘63) Blommel
Richard Fenton and Donna Blommel
Clyde A. Bonar
Janelle Book
St. Anthony’s Books
Ken and Cynthia Borland
Kenneth and Barbara Boucher
Bowen Brothers Fruit Company
John and Yvonne Boyle
Karen Bray
Robert and Lucille Brennan
Scott Broussard
Jeanette M. Brown
Martha Broz
Robert and Phyllis Broz
Roger and Linda Broz
Mary Anne Bullock
Bruce Campbell
John and Trinity Campi
Margaret Cantu

Rey and Juanita Casarez
Diane Cheshier
Robert and Laurie Christmas
Saint Anthony Catholic Church
Edward Clark
Brother Matthew Clarke
Catherine Collins
Columbiettes - St. Mark Catholic Church
Knights of Columbus - Slidell, LA
John and Amy Cordray
Stephen and Loraine Cors
Mark and Jean S. Cosgrove
Nancy B. Counihan ‘45
John and Valerie (‘62) Crane
Dennis and Janet Crisfield
Brad and Tracie Davis
Marie A. Delalla
Dominic and Linda DiGuglielmo
Charlene Dino
Jane Dolan
Angela M. Donatelli
John and Irene Doscher
George M. Douglas
James and Sara Doyle
Patrick and Debbie Drewes
Ronald and Kathy Droll
Shirley A. Duggleby
Janice and James Dunleavy
Gerri C. Elliott
Susan Mullins and Eileen Elvins
Joseph K. Etteldorf
Mary Jean Etten
Kelly E. Fagan
Multer Families
Qwen and Bevans Family
Thans Family
Fred and Diane Farris
Helen Fehn
Raegan and Jon Ferguson
Yacoina Fernandez
John and Patricia Frank
Ricardo and Kathleen Garcia
Victor and Luz Maria Garcia
Lois Peters Gardner ‘56
Virginia Barthle Gordon ‘57
William and Clytie Gore-Perry
Gladys M. Gray
Betty Gregg
Nancy W. Greiner
Don and Eloisa Grimm
John and Patricia Grubbs
Florian and Sylvia Gude
Nestor and Suzanne Guerrero
Sheila K. Hagan
Bernard and Kay Halfmann
Thomas and Lorene Halfmann
John and Margaret Hall
Bob and Carolyn Hamilton
James Augustine and Veronica Hanwah

Juliana P. Hardy
Carol and Joyce (‘60) Harig
Duncan and Diane Hasell
Nicholas and Elizabeth Hayden
Victor G. Heidgerken +
Maris P. Helfrich
Patricia A. Hennessy
Betty Herrmann ‘43
Paul and Wanda Herrmann
Msgr. James J. Heslin
Laura Hill
Ruby Hlavinka
Magdaline Hoelscher
Jennifer A. Hofer
Alois and Imogene Holub
Raleigh Fleming and Richard Howey
Michael and Rosemary Hutchinson
Debbie and Doug Hyndman
Norbert and Carole Immel
Jonathan and Gerri Jackson
Michael Chacko Jacob
Pius and Geetha Jacob
Veronica H. Jhang
James and Betty Jones
Red Hat Ladies
Marjorie and Kathleen Karan
John E. Kauffman
Mary D. Kean ‘35
Robert and Violet Kehl
Ed and Jean Kelly
John and Joan Kennedy
Alexander and Emilia Kiss
Harvey and Kathleen Kissel
Jimes and Catherine Krebsbach
Raymond LaDue+ and Myrtle Dunn
Mary Lachance
Jeffery Lamberth
Dennis and Joan Lange
Stanley and Janice Lange
David Larson
Elizabeth J. Larson
M. Jerome Leavy ‘58
Jim and Maris Pravata Leitz
Sandra J. Leppert
Anne Leslie
Laruence and Patti Linn
Joanne Long
Kenneth and Karen Lund
Stanley Lutz
Peter and Elaine Parrino Macaluso
Gabriella Ida Maertens
Valerie R. Magy
Eric and Theresa Major
Cecilia Marko
Dr. Samuel and Aileen Martino
Sister Loyola Mathia, S.C.
Orlando and Jili Matta
Bernice Matthiesen

Msgr. Leroy T. Matthiesen
Johanna Cann Maytin
Patrick H. Mazur
Mary Ann McCoy
Patricia McDuffie
Edward and Ines McFadden
Mary and John McGoldrick
John and Emily McHugh
Virginia McKendree
Harvey and Mary Mikulik
Lourdes Milan
Christopher and Karen Miller
Edwin and Mary Miller
John and Clara Miller
Exchanged Life Ministries
Bonner and Carolyn Modlin
Rita Molnar ‘48
Deirdre Morrow
James and Patricia Mulieri
Alfred and Mary Lou Multer
Jerry and Donna Multer
Julia B. Murphy
Luke and Lorraine Murphy
Yvonne Nelson
Peter Neuhofer
Robert and Patricia Nicholson
Peter and Frannie O’Connor
Robert and Juanita O’Hara
John and Suzanne Ondrovic
Dr. David L. Ostrander
Robert and Ursula Page
Yessica Palacios
Martha Palmer
Donald Nathe and Karen Patterson
Jean P. Peterson
Papa Joes Pizza
M Patricia Plund
Guillermo and Marissa Polanco
Sister Pia Portmann, OSB
Charlene L. Price
Maria Arencibia and Johana Quirantes
Richard and Debra Radke
Lorraine Hissiger and Maria Ramjohn
Dr. John and Phyllis Rearden
John and Theresa Reynolds
Sheila R. Riddle
Gregory and Diane Riehle
Nicholas Riggione
Frieda G. Roberts
Karen E. Robertson
Catherine and Mark Rosendale
Rotary Club of San Antonio
Jules and Margaret Salomon
Carolyn Schaefer
John and Carol Schiltz
Steve and Joan Schmidt
Wayne and Joyce Schmidt
Philip and Marisa Secord
Eric and Cristy Seidenberger

Fritzie Lee Seifert
Hanson Professional Services
Josephine A. Shafchuk
John and Juanita Sherry
Josephine Shine
Dwight L. Short
Anne Silvers ‘63
John and Barbara Sinnott
Pallop and Ampai Siripipat
Rev. Francis X. Smith
Bruce and Lorraine Snyder
Rev. John Snyder
George and Eileen Sowa
James and Cathy Sprigg
James F. Squadrito
Marie Steinwachs
Robert and Julia Steinwachs
Renee Storey
Vickie M. Stoupenos
Steven and Esther Sugarman
Margaret Sullivan
Granger and Barbara (‘54) Sutton
James and Jeanette Sutton
Peter and Gabriela Suyono
Bob and Denise Swalec
John H. Swart
Jo-Anne Sweet
Michael and Catherine Taggart
Craig and Carrie Taylor
Sara Arline Thrash, Ph.D.
Tonya Trimble
Jack and Patricia Ubbink
Beth Marie Underwood
Thomas and Joyce Valante
Joe and Pat Vancil
Helena Verano
Salvatore J. Versaggi
Robert J. Vigeant
Robert and Jeanette+ Vigeant
Carl and Mary Jane Waldron
Malcolm and Barbara Wansley
Linda Marie Wathen
Dick Wehmhoff
Thomas and Jean Weightman
Richard and Joan Weingarten
Otto Weitzenkorn
Joyce E. Welch
Michael and Susan Wheeler
Tommy and Sharon Williamson
David and Lucinda Wise
Bette Wismann and Judy Eisele
Janet Witmer
Dr. Marc J. Yacht
Patricia Yeoman
Virginia M. Yorio
Jane Zilles-Soberano, Ph.D.

Continued
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Prayer Circle
Other Gifts

We envision a compassionate and hopeful community secure in God’s love.
Anonymous
Charles J. Agius
Samuel and Denise Agnew
Paul and Jean Almeter
Lucille M. Altiero
Rosetta Amendola
Bernice Avella
Timothy C. Barfield
Laura Barthle
Benedictine Sisters of Maryland
Ann Marie Benzinger
Eugene and Ethel Berger
Dellie and Kiran Bevans
Norman and Felecia Bishop
Tania and Ruben Jimenez Bogarin
Rebecca Bohnhoff
Jeanette Bolin
James Boyko
Larry Don and Brenda Bradford
Richard and Theresa Brooks
Robert and Mary Bucklin
Ireana Campbell
John and Colette Campbell
Eva E. Campos
Lucille Chrisafulle
Joseph and Ann Chytka
Thomas and Marjorie Coffey
Warner and Ella Conarton
Peggy Constantino
Joseph and Kim Corona
Frank and Kim Corradini
Dianne Y. Cross
Margaret Cundiff
Ida Curtis
Gary and Mary Davis
E. F. and M.F. Devincenzo
Stanislaus and Adele Doiron
Daniel Dragan
Raymond and Stephanie Duke
Sandra Ehrlich
Marilyn Elsen
Thomas and Anina Engelhorn
Barbara A. Ervin
Eleanor F. Faciane
Thomas and Frances Falvey
Sheila and Pat Farmer
Phillip and Constance Fernandez
Lucille Franke
Helen Frey
Yvonne Galatas
Robert and Lynda Gamache
Aida A. Gamboa
Ella Ann Grafton-Cochrane
Joan M. Greaney
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Harry and Norma Grove
Alix M. Hall
John and June Hefti
Edward and Patty Herrmann
Adela Hoelscher
D. Scott Hume
Evelyn A. Janaro
Julie and Toby Jenkins
Christopher Johnson
Jackson and Mary Johnson
Dianna E. Jones
Gerald and Betty Jones
Richard and Tania Jones
Jean A. Kelly
Marie Kelly
Derek and Theresa Kennedy
Barbara King
Janis Kinley
Boyd and Pam Krcha
John and Pam LaGasse, Jr.
Edward and Wanda Laezza
Kenneth Lange
R.B.+ and Lynette Lange
Antonio and Ethel Lapitan
Diana K. Larsen
John and Martha Laurent
Claire Leboeuf
Elaine M. Lee
George and Barbara Lee
Mary Lippold
Kathleen Lyons
Bernadette MacDonald
Nixida R. Marrero
Juan and Tina Martinez
R.W. and Andrea Mason
Arnold and Charlene Matthiesen
Juanita and E. Paul Mayeux
Carol McColligan
Gerturde and Maureen McCormick
Laurence and Joan (‘50) McGreevy
William and Rosemarie McLeod
Yolanda Melkun
Mary Miday
Robert and Joan Miller
John Multer
Mary Lou Multer
Robin and Pamela Neuhofer
David and Maryellen Oellerich
William Olivito
Juannita Palmer
Martha Parisian
Joseph and Joyce Petrunia
Wayne and Katherine Phillips
Patricia M. Pike ‘62
Curtis and Nancy Pond
Roy and Ethel Pressler
Guy and Arlene (‘57) Pringle
Constance Coulter and Charia Ripple

Richard and Elizabeth Rosser
Iris and Carlos Salcedo
Victor and Lourdes Sarria
Jami S. Saucier
Margaret Ann Schlairet
Margie Schoener
Don and Ann Schuessler
Dennis and Ellen Jo Seidenberger
Richard and Barbara Shook
Harry Smith
Ruth Ann Smith
James and Jeanine Soma
Cory and Rachel Sommers
Paul and Shana Speciale
Laura Spurrell
William and Barbara Stewart
Sophie Storch ‘65
Gilda P. Storelli
Carol J. Sutton
Shirley J. Swanson
Kenneth Taylor
The Benedictine Society
Susan Starrs Thompson
Helen Trez
Lillian L. Ullrich
Cornelia Vercheski
Elinor Votta
Ken and Glorian Weatherly
Robert and Nancy Webster
Elsa and Rodolfo Wehrhahn
Pamela and James Welch
Frankye White
Richard W. Wilson
Denise Wilt
Carl Martin and Mary Woodworth
Louise Wright
Mark and Edna Yanez
James Yuhasz
Phyllis Zagano
Candace E. Zann
Donna J. Zoubek

Your Gifts-in-Kind
make a difference!

(April 1, 2012 through June 30, 2012)
Sister Jean Abbott
Bonita Flowers in Dade City
James Gillis
R.A. Milliman
Jane Turner
If we have made an error or omission
with any gifts in this Annual Gifts Report, we sincerely apologize. Please
contact the Office of Advancement at
352-588-8443 or email us at hnmdevelopment@saintleo.edu.

Alum Profile – Margaret Hermann Beaumont
When asked how Maggie got
through what most people would say
was an unthinkable life challenge, she
credits family, faith and the child who
would become for everyone, their
treasured “teddy bear.” Everyone
agrees that Kenny to this day, demonstrates so much of the loving ways of
the dad he never knew…God is good.
“It was overwhelming – the feeling that I was pregnant with our sixth
child because my husband, who rarely
took a sick day from work, that week
was going to die. This baby was God’s
way of helping us to get over it. Two
days later, Dave suffered a heart attack and was gone. I never felt mad at
God because it was such a blessing to
have been married to Dave Beaumont
for the thirteen years we did have together.”
Margaret Herrmann Beaumont
was born and raised in San Antonio,
Florida to Rose and Joseph Herrmann.
Maggie is the second of nine siblings
- a family that enjoys a long and very
rich history in this area. They were all
educated by the Benedictine Sisters
including Maggie’s mother Rose and
her mother-in-law, Madeline Govreau Beaumont.
“The nuns had such an effect on
my life and touched the lives of thousands of girls. Most of us remain
good Catholics and still talk about the
advantages of a Catholic education,”
says Maggie. She relates that during

Alumnae Reunion Weekend
November 2nd – 4th 2012
The Classes of 1947, 1952, 1957 and
1962 Are Ready to Celebrate!
All ALUMS who graduated or attended Holy Name Academy and
Saint Leo Prep are invited to join us!
If you would like to receive an invitation, call or email Faith Pridmore
352-588-8443
or hnmdevelopment”saintleo.edu

Maggie Hermann Beaumont

those days, the academy and Saint
Leo Prep School were the center of
life in the local community. “We were
fortunate as dayhops,” recalls Maggie, “to feel embraced by the boarders at Holy Name, many of whom became my lifelong friends.”
The education and faith received
as well as the role models of the nuns,
remain guiding forces. “My mother
was taught by Sister Mary Grace
- as was I - that when confronted
with temptation imagine whether the
Blessed Mother would act on whatever the temptation was. That advice
was always kept foremost in my mind
and helped make for good decisions,
especially after graduating from Holy
Name. The ‘big city’ of Jacksonville
awaited. Leaving my very small town
to attend nursing school at Saint Vincent Hospital of Nursing with girls
from all over the country, was an eyeopener!”
Maggie graduated nursing school
in 1960, married in 1961 and a couple of years later had their first child.
Family, friends and faith are central to
who Margaret Beaumont is and how
she has lived.“I’ve been very blessed
in my lifetime to have wonderful
parents, good friends, the benefit of
Catholic values, a strong marriage,
loving children and dear grandchildren.” Photos and stories about her
children, Dave, Mike, Kathy, Allison, Stephen and Kenny, and their

musical background (she credits the
Beaumont side for that gene) provide
fond memories. The children performed throughout the area and were
especially proud to win the National
Amateur Musical Family of the Year
award in 1986. “The contest wasn’t
just about talent, but also about the
part music played in the family’s life
and what was done for the community.” A personal congratulatory letter
from President Reagan was another
highlight.
“Dave always said that he was a
better Catholic because of my faith. I
guess through me, Holy Name Academy and the Benedictine Sisters of
Florida were influential in his life
too.”

Wish List!

Vocations and Retreats -

The Benedictine Sisters of Florida
don’t want to be “The Best Kept Secret in Florida.” Communicating what
we can offer women seeking a Godcentered life is central to our mission.
We also want to build awareness of our
Retreat Program. Your prayers along
with our friends and retreatants who
spread the word are appreciated and
helpful.
We would like to develop a comprehensive Vocations Campaign as well
as an expanded Retreat Program. If
you are interested in sponsoring an
ad(s) for Vocations and/or Retreats,
please contact Faith Pridmore 352588-8443 or email her at hnmdevelopment@saintleo.edu.

Chapel Flowers –

The beauty of nature encircles the
monastery because of the toil of Sister Mary Romana, Sister Miriam
and the grounds oversight of Sister
Dorothy and our grounds crew. The
gardens are not a constant, however, in
the Florida heat!
If you would like to sponsor flowers
for the chapel, we know the good Lord
would be pleased! It is a lovely tribute
to loved ones for holidays, birthdays,
anniversaries or just because…
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CORPORATE COMMITMENT
In an effort to address contemporary local needs, we, the Benedictine Sisters of
Florida, commit ourselves and our resources
to respond with the compassion of Christ to
the physical, spiritual, social and emotional
hungers of the People of God.
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Editors: Sister Roberta Bailey, Prioress Faith Pridmore, CFRE,
Director of Mission Advancement
Writers: Benedictine Sisters
Design and Layout: Susan Garrison

Our Oblates Oblates and friends enjoyed two Summer Days
in June of reflection focused on “Spiritual Tools” and
“Spiritual Growth.”
Our new year of study will focus on Hildegard of
Bingen who will be canonized and named a Doctor of
the Church in October of this year.
Join Us for what promises to be another inspirational and growing year in closeness to God and our
Benedictine values. Catholic Oblates meet on Sundays
for a program that includes Liturgy, dinner and instruction.
Mark your Calendars for our gatherings on:
September 23, 2012
November 25, 2012
January 27, 2013
March 24, 2013
May 26, 2013 – an Oblate Retreat is also planned
for May 24 through the 26.
We are delighted to announce that Lisa G. Tortoriello will become an Oblate candidate at our September
23rd meeting!
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From the
Vocation
Office -

The Sisters are always impressed with the middle school
children who attend our “Share Life” day. The three young
ladies who visited with us in June are among this group.
The purpose of the day is to give 8th grade girls an opportunity to learn about the Benedictines and what life is like
in a monastery.

Upcoming Events Calendar
Sunday Evenings – SLU Student Mass, 7 PM
Sunday Evenings – Sisters’ Family Night Activities
First Sunday of the Month – Holy Hour for Vocations
Third Friday of the Month – Peace Compline
Last Sunday of the Month – Affiliate Day
November 2 to 4 – HNA and St. Leo Prep School
Reunion
November 8 – Luncheon with the Angels
November 22 – Thanksgiving Dinner. Hosted by the
Sisters and St. Anthony Parish
November 27 - Oblate Sunday

